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fides this to walk by; and on which fo in- 
numerable a company bave adventared hi- 
therto, bearing their witneſs to its truth 
and faithfulneſs, whoſe record we know 
to be true : and ſome ſhould reckon them- 
ſelves under ſingular engagements to ſeal this 
Irath. though with their dying breath \, That 
in all the ſteps of the Lirds way, even ſuch 
as ſeem meſt dark to theſe who look on them 
at a diſtanee, aſſuredly he is what he hath de- 
clared himſelf to be in the written Word, 1 
ſhall only add, what with mu-h confidence I may 
here witneſs, that as I know 10 quarrel but one, 
with any of that way, which is for the Truths 
ſake \, Tcouldaot but judg Thad too ſure ground, 
to charge theſe as their Principles and D:farine 
upon them, which they have pablickly owned to 
the World, (if they keep not ſome reſerved ſence, 
contradidory to their own words) and ſn far as 
T can reach, without any knows retraGa- 
108, 
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To the READER. 


Chriſtian Reader , | 
T ſhould be a ſad and unpleaſing Snb- 


jed, this to converſe with, in a time 
when ſo much is on every hand to cauſe 


a Being guarded againſt the conta- 
gion of ſo horrid a way, did not ne- 
ceſſaraly require the ſame ; which, beſides a ſur- 
priſing call, and preſſing deſire of ſome, fer 
whom 1 owed preateſt reſpeFs, hath occaſioned 
theſe few lines to go forth to the World; TI 
may ſay, with much averſion of ſpirit otherways 
therzto. It ſeems peculiar to this Age, to have 
out-gone all former times, ina new and unuſu- 
al way of finning, and a daring inſfelence to 
oppoſe the Truth, whilſt ſuch amazing Prodigtes 
of Atheiſm, Prophanity, and Error do at once 
meet together Tolet thy generation ſee how 
inexcuſable they are, if Jludgment from the 
Lord, yea fame unuſual and jtirpendious ſtroke 
thereof, do ſurtrize them,where ſo ud a cry goes 
before of its coming, but itis wcll the Trath 
 #bides ſure and immorfeable, and we know muſt 
A 23 6794 


grief, if the defence of the Truth, and 
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eutel;ve, with a growing ſplendour and bright- 
zeſs, this ſo remarkable an hour of the power 
of darkneſs; yea, bath that Authority, not only 
on the Conſcience of ſuch who embrace it in 
love, but on its Enemies, as muſt enforce 
ſome awe and dread on the greateſt blaſ. 
phemers of the time, whether they will or not, 
The Virgin- daughter of Zion hath deſpiſed 
thee, and laughed thee to ſcorn 3 the 
daughter of Jeruſalem hath ſhaken her 
head at thee ; whom hath thou reproach- 
ed and blaſphemed, and againſt whom 
haſt thou cxalted thy voice, and lifted up 
thine cyes on high, even agaiaſt the holy 
One of iſrael? Should it not deeply affet 
fuch as love Our Lord Feſus Chriſt, to ſee 
ſuch a party crouding in the ſtreets and high- 
ways of Britain, whoſe expreſs deſign is ſo 


obvious, mot to darken only, but ſubvert the 


whole of the Goſpel in the Incarnation , 
Death, and Sufferings of our plorious Re- 
deemer, and of his being truly God and 
Man in two diſtin} Natures, united in one 
Perſon  ( Oh, if we ſhould be bereaved of 
this ineftimable treaſure, we were bereaved 
sndeed!) Tea ſuch, whoſe work is to de- 
preſs the credit and authority of that great 
and ſacred Inſtrument of Truth, the Scripture, 
in the light whereof the redeemed of the 
Lord, now in Glory, have got thus ſafe to 
Land, without any other Light or Rule be- 
fides 
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that way of the Quakers, which now ſeems 
to have ſuch a tormidable growth in the 
Church. 

What theſe are, who under this name, 
and peculiar cognizance of @nakers, have 
become ſo known, and ftated an adverſary 
to the Truth this day, the account they 
give of their own Dodtrine and Prin- 
ciples, can too clearly witneſs : nor needs 
there any great ſearch to be made about 
their riſe and deſcent, it is too late, and 
but a few years ſince the World knew ſuch a 
monſtrous birth, though I confeſs in its com 
plex frame , if it be ſeriouſly conſidered, 
it is a moſt diſcernible compound of theſe 
ancient Herefies that have ſprung up in the 
Church, which did formerly, each jn their 
turn, effay to ruin the Truth. But this alſo 
we may know, how at an cbb-tide, after 
much former abuſe of Light, and in an hour 
of great Temptation on the Churches of 
Chriſt, theſe did adventure to creep forth, 
to whom once the Light and authority of 
the Truth would have been a terror, and 
while the Watchmen ſlept, hath the Devil 
efſayed to ſow ſuch ſeed, having that advan- 
tage, which in the like caſe Calvin faid of 
Servetus, Fatuitas dogmatum me ſecurun 
reddit, It's true, they are $kiltul to put 
themſelves in ſuch different forms as may 
make it forn«thing difficult how to handle 
them, 


> TI ed > 
=e UE nA wu 
et 


—_—- pts 


— — _ 
; Boer 4-497 
E. 


” 042" Io ET IRS re ge 


outel:ve, with a growing ſplendour and bright- 
neſs, this ſo remarkable an hour of the power 
of darkneſs; yea, hath that Authority, not only 
on the Conſcience of ſuch who embrace it in 
love, but on its Enemies, as muſt enfurce 
ſome awe and dread on the greateſt blaſ. 
phemers of the time, whether they will or mot, 
The Virgin- d2ughter of Zion hath deſpiſcd 
thee, and laughed thee to fcorn 3 the 
daughter of Jeruſalem hath ſhaken her 
head at thee; whom hath thou reproach- 
ed and blaſphemed, and againſt whom 
haſt thou cxalted thy voice, and lifted up 
thine eyes on high, even agaiaſt the holy 
One of Iſrael? Should it not deeply affedt 
fuch as love Our Lord Feſus Chriſt, to ſee 
ſuch a party crouding in the ſtreets and high- 
ways of Britain, whoſe expreſs deſign is ſo 
obvious, mit ta darken ouly, but ſubvert the 
whole of the Goſpel in the Incarnation , 
Death, and Sufferings of our glorious Re- 
deemer, and of his being truly God and 
Man in two diſtin® Natures, united in one 
Perſon © ( Oh, if we ſhould be bereaved if 
this ineſtimable treaſure, we were bereaved 
sadeed!) Yea ſuch, whoſe work is to de- 
preſs the credit and authority of that great 
and ſacred Inſtrument of Truth, the Scripture, 
in the light wheresof the redeemed of the 
Lord, now in Glory, have got thus ſafe to 
Land, without any other Light or Rule be- 
fides 
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that way of the Quakers, which now ſeems 
to have ſuch a tormidable growth in ths 
Church. 

What theſe are, who under this name. 
and peculiar cognizance of @uakers, have 
become ſo known, and ſtated an adverſary 
to the Truth this day, the account they 
give of their own Dodrine and Prin- 
ciples, can too clearly witneſs : nor needs 
there any great ſearch to be made about 
their riſe and deſcent; it is too late, and 
but a few years ſince the World knew ſuch a 
monſtrous birth, though I confeſs in its conm- 
plex frame , if it be ſeriouſly conſidered, 
it is a moſt diſcernible compound of theſe 
ancient Herefies that have ſprung up in the 
Church, which did formerly, each jn their 
turn, efſay to ruin the Truth. But this alſs 
we may know, how at an <cbb-tide, after 
much former abuſe of Light, and in an hour 
of great Temptation on the Churches of 
Chriſt, theſe did adventure to creep forth, 
to whom once the Light and authority of 
the Truth would have been a terror. and 
while the Watchmen ſept, hath the Devil 
efſayed to ſow ſuch ſeed, having that advan- 
tage, which in the like caſe Calviz faid of 
Servetes , Fatuitas dogmatum me ſecurum 
reddit, It's true, they are skilful to put 
themſelves in ſuch different forms as may 
make it ſomething difficult how to handle 
$1cm, 
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9-1 
them, being under a viſible awe and drea} 
to be found out in what they are: But] 
am ſure, if what they own to the Werld in 
their Writings, bear any fenſe,. and their 
words be not ſuch as none poflibl; lv! but 
themſclves can underfiand 3 it may be eafie 
to ſee-the undoubtcd tendency of this way, 
is to ſabvert the Chrifiian Faith, to explode 
the Scripture from being, the alone rule and 
{tandard of our Religion, and incite tnoſ: 
they converſe with to a real Apoſiacy from 
Chriſtianity. 

Now in ſpeaking to this ſubject ( which 
15 ſuch as ſhould make it a fad and unplca- 
{ant work to rake in fo horrid a dunghil 25 
the known Tenets of this Party are, it a 
teſtimony to the Truth, and for its Vindica- 
tion, did not necefiartly cquirethe ſame) .1 
muſt here offer a few thin 185 to be conſider- 
ed, which in this following diſcourſe ſeem 
to be of grcatectt uſe to he cleared, 1, What 
Poſicions theſe of the Orrapers are 1 in w_ 

they do mnit v: tib1y agree 
how dircct a tcundcncy they "6h to fuby crt 
the Faich, in the great Foundations of Chri- 
iitanity? 2, What ſhould be the meaning 
of this fo ſtrange, and amazing, an aiſiult, 
they do adventure againtt the Faith 3 
and how fad an eccount it gives. of the 
temper and complexion cf this time, when, 
with dzv- oh, f ch darc come forth to cX- 
pics 
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HOUGH it is undenia- 

bly {ad, and one of the moſt 

ſearching Tryals of the 

Church, at which many are 

ready to be ſhaken, when 

the Truth. ſeems intangled 
ina confufjon of contrary Dodrines, and 
the ſpirit of Error let looſe to darken the 
fame, and that we ſee it alſo one of the great- 
& firokes from God inflicted here; yea 
greater than that on the Aﬀections, in the 
delivering up of mens Reaſons and Judg- 
ments to ſtrong dcluſfion, with theſe feartul 
productions, which are this way oft found, 
becauſe they received not the love of the 
Truth : yet it is well we know the Faithful- 
neſs of God is fuxe, and ſiands good, to 
bring the Eled& fate unto Glory, whatever 
Rocks and Shelves be in the way, on which 
lo many have vilibly made ſhipwrack ; nor 
can the Truth conflict with ſuch a Tryal, 
but for its farther Triumph, and ſome more 
bright breaking forth of its light 3 and that 


no 


AS 


no evil eye, nor the curſing of any ſhall ever 
blaſt that Intereſt which God hath bleſſed, 
One thing I confeſs ſeems ſtrange, and moſi 
threatning in this timez whilſt Religion, 
and the Chriſtian Faith is in ſuch eminent 
hazard, and the Devil in an unuſual man- 
nzr let looſe to deceive, to fee how great a 
part of thoſe who profeſſedly own the 
Truth, are fallen as in a dead Palley, and 
indifference about the things of Chriſi, 
though never more vigorouſly moving a- 
bout their own things: nor ſeem they with 
ſuch ſuitable fear,to be jealous of the corrup- 
tion of the mind, and intelleQtual Errors, as 
they arc of moral Corruptionz as though 
diſcaſes in the Head were not to be fcarcd, 
which are uſually found of all to be mofi 
morta] 3 yea, when ſo diſcernibly, this is one 
of the depths of Satan, and his known de« 


vices,to bring in Atheiſm and Irreligion by | 


Error, and turn the World from all ſetled 
perſwafion of the Truth, by ſome high pre- 
tences thereto 3 for which one ſad in{tancel 
matt here give, that I am ſure, except men 
ſhut their eyes, they cannot but ſee. No ene 
gin could have a more native, and effecual 
tendency to bring ſuch as were unſtable the 
fartheſt length of Vaninus, and his follow- 
ers, even to deny and blaſpheme a Deity, 
than to unhinge them once from founding 


on the Scripture, and turn them over to 
that 


C71 
above all they moſt cloſely keep by, and on 
which their whole DoGtrine ſeems to found 
it felt, We know ſucha Light did once 
ſhine brightly in Adam,in the State of per- 
{e&ion, fo as he needed no light or voice 
without to be his guide 3 but fince that time 
. K none ever knew how to guide himſelt, and 
Ef they muſt think the Chriſtian World in a 
Ef frange darkneſs, if it be eafie ro obtrude 

ſuch a Light upon ther, which, when 

brought to the teft of Scripture, and ſolid 

Reaſon, doth reſolve in moſt dire Paga- 

niſm, .and ts an exprels ſetting up of a Light 


”S 


y—__— 


4. AS. _ 


and Spirit in oppotition to the Holy Spirit - 


ſpeaking to us in the Word ; where we arc 


taught, T1. That ſuch a Spirit is not of 


God, which hears not Gods voice, as 
Chriſt reaſons with the Jews, Fobn 0. 
34, Nor can it be his wiich Jeads not 
into all truth, and brings not theſe things 
hewed forth there to our remembrance, 
fobn 14. 26. & 16. 13. Which made Lie- 
ther ſay, it any Spirit ſhould ſup gettan opi- 
nion for which he had not Scripture, he 
ſhould ſpit in his face, knowing aſſuredly 
that it was the Dcvil, 2. This exprefly 
owns a common, univerſal, and f{uthcient 
grace to all, as that which knocks at every 
mans door, whether Chriltians or Pagans, 
and that it is in his p. wer to open, and 
entertain the ſamez and that no ſpiritual 
ad- 
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advantage doth accrew to Chriſtians by the 
Scriptures being revealed unto them , but 


what Pagans may have alſo by this Light 
within; yea, that they have no other 
Teacher but that inward teaching, and 
guide, common to them with the moſt (- 
vage Indians. 3. But is there a ſufhcient 
and ſaving Light in theſe who are fpirity- 
ally dead? FEpheſ. 2. 15, Or could that 
Light be a ſufficient inftructer to Par, 
when he thought verily he ought to do 
many things againſt the name of Jeſus oj 
Nazareth, and in his following that Light 
within did conſent to Stephens Death? 
4.How ſhould this Light poſſibly be knowr, 
when fo oft ſtated in a dire oppolition 
to the Light within others, who may rec- 
kon they have as much advantage for the! 
{ame as they, it both be not brought to the 
Scripture for tryal? 5, Did this Light 

within give the Heathens a check for Ido-| 
latry, or could it let them fce the alone 

way of being faved by that unconceiveabl: 

contrivance of the Goſpel? or reſirain 

theſe from {caring tro whom that moral 

prohibition of the third Command was nc- 

ver known? 6, The Scripture ſhews, that 

the natural man canmot diſcern the things of 

God, which to him are fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. 2. 

13. and that there is a necellity of thc 
frivit of wiſd\m and revelation , nat # 


w2f 
3 2 


ſ 
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preſs themſclyes at this rate; 3. It is of 
ſpecial uſe to conhider what advantage Clui- 
ftians have here, even from the ſirange ap- 
pearance of this Party, to clear the holy 
and unſpotted way of the Lord, and for 
being more fixcd, and ſtrengthned in the 
Truth, whatcver cauſe others may pretend 


' on*this account for ſtumbling. 4. It ſeems 


needful alſo to confider the great influencing 
cauſe of this contagion, and it's too evident 
growth now in the Church, whilſt ſuch 
horrid things are by theſe vented with an 
amazing, confidence, as, we ſhould think, 
2 natura) Conſcience in men, who have but 
any ſenſc and impreſſion of a Deity, and 
ae not wholly given up to Atheiſm, could 
nct but tremble at. 5, We would confider 
what is of grcateſt uſe to guard Chriſtians 
now egainit fuch mortal poyſon, that they 
tallnot from their fiedfaſineſs, noz be carried 
about with this cloud driven. with ſach s 
tempeti, 6, T muſt ſhut up this with a 
twofold appeal, one to that Light which 
Buakers fo much cry up in every ones which 
lam ſure, in the moſt favourable ſenſe it car 
be taken, is the Conſcicnce, that high Court 
of Juſtice, ſet up under the Authority of the 
great Judg, in every mans Breaſt, which 
doth enforce the ſoul to ſome refiexion on it 
ielf, even when they tremble at that fight ; 
# b<torc this Light, theſe can poſſibly fiand. 
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[6 ] 
2n& be bat in earneſt therewith, without 
Torror, and amazement at themſelves: A 
&cond is to the moit ordinary obſervers in 
he rime, if without ſhutting of their cyes, 
they can ſhun the clear diſcovery of the hox- 
xid impoſture of ſuch a Party, whatever 
high pretences they feem to have; how vili- 
hte a contradiction their way is not only 


xo Scripture and Reaſon, but to it ſelf, 


SECT. Ih 


#1zc, none nceds pretend is latent, and hid 
rom the World, except what an exprelling 
fhemſclvcs with a reſerved fſenfe, and pal- 


gable equivocating, may cauſe to ſome } I ©} 


txveconhdence to {ay, that without pajlion, 
or prejudice in the leaft, or without anv 
1arre}, but for the Truths fake, I have in 
exrnet ſought to know the certainty of what 
*ey own herein, which in theſe following 
Poſitions TI ſha}l bricfly touch, 

Poſition 1. It is undeniable, they own 8 
Feffeci-rmt light in every man, to guide bim in 
we way to falvation, which he is expreily 
obliged to follow, and Ican to; a on 
above 


Or the firſt of theſe which concerns their 
Doctrine and Principles ( That I am {/ 


L853 


eyes of our underſtanding being enlightned, 


we may know what is the hope of our calling 
and what are the riches of the glory of bis in- 
beritance in the Saints, Ephef. 1. 17, which 
none can fay. licth cemmon to all, 7. From 
this bleſſed Record it is likewiſe clear how 
inſeparably chele are conjoyned for the 


Churches conduct within time, the write ' 


ten Word without, and the Spirit within, 
for opening our cyes to fcc the Truths that 
are there: The Law without as the alone 
Rule and Pattern, and the ſme Law within 
as the Tranſcript bearing both one witneſs, 
8, Is it not clearly ſeen alſo, that where 
rca{on hath been moſi refined, and the great- 
lt improvement of mens natural abilities, 
even there, The world through wiſdom knew 
wt God, 1 Cor. 1.21, And none among 
the Heathens have made greater oppoſition 
to the Goſpel than ſuch. Nor can an in- 
france be given of any one among all thoſe, 
who by this Light, or by the furtheſt length 
gone ina right uſe of natural abilities, hath 
ever attaincd ſavinggrace, or a diſcovery 
of thoſe ſupernatural Truths revealed to us 
in the Word : nor could this Light teach 
Ariſtotle, that great Naturalifi, to know the 
Worlds having a beginning, or relirain 
Cato, the greateſt Moralift that ever was 
among the Heathens, from being his own 
murtherer; For that Scripture fobn 1. 9. 
That 
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| 10 ] 
That is the true light which lightneth every man 
that cometh into the world, on which thcy 


ſcem {o much to build, it is moſt clear, 
what is the plain and expreſs ſenſe thereot : 


That as no true and {aving Light is but what | 


mult be derived trom Jeſus Chritt 3 fo'is he 
the aloac Original,being truly God, whence 


every one that cometh into the world, | 


is enlightned allo with that Light of Natuic 
and Reatuvn. 


Pof. 2. Since this Light which ſeems to | 
be their alone Bible, and the Scriptures of 
Truth are incompatible , we tind them en- }! 
forced to diſown theſe as the intall1bl: Rule | 
of Faith and Prafticc, and to &-vn them |} 
but as an Hiſtorical rale only and iis Come | 
mands are but as Commands from the Letter, | 


which oblige not, but in a ſileat poſture of beart 
#9 wait ou 44 inward teaching of this Spirit. 
A Potition, were it once admitted, we migit 


then ſay the Chriſtian Cauſe is loſt ; they 

who have fallen aſlecp in Chriſt are pcrith- | 
cd, who knew no other way for founding 
both their Faith and Practice, but on the | 
cxprels Letter of the Word; yea in what a | 


ſ{irange mould ſhould men frame a Religior. 
to themſelves, it bur once left to ſuch a Rule 


within, and not that given in the Scrip- | 


ture? But it's well the Holy Gholt ſpeak- 


ing to us there, taught never ſuch Divinity | 


but expreily ſheweth, 2, That ſuch a | 
rule ; 
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rule the Scripture is, as is ſuited to make 
the man of God perfet, and is profitable for 
Doftrine, Taſtrufion, &c. 2 Tim, 3. 16s 
2, This is the Scriptures record, that in 
the whole of Religion we mult betake our 
{clves to the Law, and the Teſtimony, as the 
alone rule and mcaſurc thercof, Iſa. 8.20: 
and tlicugh ſtrengthning phylical power, 
by which we arc caablcd to duty, is from 
the Spirit working, by the Word 5 yet is It 
ſure, that all obliging power thereto is from 
the Letter of the Word alone : nor is the 
Spirit without this 4 oral Rule for our 
acting now, when the Canon of the Scrip- 
ture is cloſed;z but to obcy we muſt tound 
this, that it 15 intimated to us in the Word 3 
and to be ſtrengthened in the inward many 
for the ſaree is the immediate work of the 
Spirit concurring therewith, 3. I5 not 
the Scripture ſucha Rule as is given to be 
the fole Judg of all controvertics? To 
whoſe decifion Chriſt himſelf rcfers the 
greateſt queſtion that ever was, whether 
he be the Son of God or not, Search the 
ſcriptures, for they teſtifie of me, Joh. 5.38. 
4+ Did ever ths Holy Ghoſt put ſuch a tile 
as this on his own Word to bc a Hiſtorical 
Rule and dead Letter only; who fo ex- 
preſly ſhews, that faith comes by hearing, 
and heariug Ly the word of God, Rom. 10, 
14+ as one active mcan infirumentally con» 
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curring with the Spirit to beget the ſame; 
and how it is mighty through God for the 
caſting down of ftrong-holds, and every 
hight and imagination which exalteth it 
{clt againſt the Lord ? But we know, this 
Honour doth the Spirit of God put there- 
op, that he ſtill moves, and acts according 
to the Word,as it moves and acts 3 nor does 
he make intercet{[ion within the Saints,or ut- 
ter one groan, but according, to the will of 
God revealed therein, KRom.8.26.But it is in- 


deed not ſirange,that to a dead Heart this is - 


as a dead Letterzand ſuch who under a judi- 
cial ſtroke of induration have a Bar drawn 
bctwixt them and the power of the Word, 
5. Can theſe pollibly find another rule tor 
tryal of the Spirits, whether they are of 
God, but by the written Word, and to 
know that it 1s not the Devil in Samzels 
appearance they have met with, who is not 
now to learn that Artot transforming him- 
{clt into an Angel of Light: Since it is fo 
clear, there [is the (pirit of the word, 1 Cor, 
2, 12, and a ſpirit which rules in the hearts 
of the children of diſobedience, Eph. 2. 2. 4 
living ſpirit, 1 Kings 22. 22, and a ſpirit of 
error and deluſion, 1 John4. 6? And is it 
not too known, ſo as the world cannot be 
in the dark here, How an enthufiaſtick 
ſpirit leaving, the Scripture, hath licenfed 
{ome to ſuch abominations as the Heatnens 
would 
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would abhor, and from a pretended im- 
pulſe , hath the brother killed the brother ? 


Poſ. 3. However they ſecm to own the 
appearance of Chriſt in the fleſh, yet no- 
thing can be more clcar from moſt of their 
Writings, than how expreſly they tara the 
Hiſtory of the Goſpel, and the incarnation, 
death, and reſurrefina of Chriſt anto a meer 
diſpenſation and allegory z, and upon the mat- 
ter deny Jeſus Chritt as a diſtinct perſon 
without us, and a Being ſaved by him who 
dicd at Feruſalem, holding forth ſuch a view 
ind pourtraiture of the bleſſed Redeemer of 
the Church, as muſt leave the world in a 
muſe how to take hold upon any Reality of 
the Goſpe), or to find Jeſus Chrilt, but in fome 
iiry, abſtrak, and myftick notion of the 
Light and Spirit within cvery one, which 
they thus confound as reciprocal terms: A 
deſign by which I may ſay, Satan does at 
no ordinary and common rate effay to ruine 
the Truth, whilſt by ſome high pretences 
to the Spirit he ſeeks to make us part with 
the expreſs Letter of the Word, 2. He doth 
thus eſſay to'ſhake!Chriſtians at the root,and 
in the great foundation of their faith, by put- 
ting the Goſpel in ſuch a dreſs as may put 
It beyond all poſhible underſtanding to 
know the ſame, or on what ſolid rcality 
they can found their ſoul, 3- Thus _ 
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he in a ſpecial way attempt to darken that 
grcat and moſt deſirable myitery that eve 
was revealed to wen, the Incarnation 6f 
the Son of God, that he is aſſuredly Man, 
and this no Allegory: (O! bleſſed he is 
whom the fulneſs of the God-head wel! 
bodily ) as though it were fome low and 
carnal diſpenſation, to know Chrift and 
him crucihed, but as he is within. But it's 
ſure, ifany reality be jn the Chrittian Faith, 
and the whole myſtery of Godlineſs no de- 
I:fon, the Chriſiitan Church will never de: 
bate, 1, Thatitis the ſame Jeſus who is 
preached unto the Gentiles, beliqued on in 
the world, that is recerwved up into Gliry, 
1 Tim. 3.16. and the connexion there in- 
diſſoluble ; nor can another true concepti- 
on of him be pollible, than what the Scrip- 
ture hath given. 2, It is furc, the Jiteral 
ſent of the Word is no new diſtin ſenſc 
from the ſpiritual, though by a different 
Light, and evidence underiſtood 3 and this 
Zreac Truth, That Feſus the Son of Mary i 
the $2viour of the World, revealed within 


| by the Spiric, doth found no other objective 


Chriſt, nor hath any different ſenſe from 
what 1s objected to us in the Letter; but 15 
the very ſame, though fe:n with another 
Light, and irradiation thcreof on the Soul. 
7, We know there was no diſpenſation, 


-,» 
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if our Fathers hath raiſe4 up TFeſus, whom 
m hanged on atree, him bath God exalted 
to be a Prince, and Saviour; and that we muſt 
ſeck him elſewhere than within,. even he 
whom the Heavens muſt contain, tiil the time 
if the reſtitution of all things, We have 
ſure warrant to ſay let him be accurſed, 
though an Angel from Heaven ſhould come 
to give another account of Jas Chrili, 
than what we have in th: Scripture 3 ard 
that this is he, 1. Who was the Faith of 
the ancient Church, to waom all the types, 
and ſhadows under the Law did fo exprcily 
relate, concerning whom the Prophets did 
diligently enquire, ſearching, to what, or 
what manner of time, the Spirit in them did 
point, concerning his bcing, revealed to the 
World, and the preciic time ſct thereto, 
2. He who hath paſſed into the Heavens, 
Teſs the $a of Ged, ana is {till there the 
elortous Object of our Fatth and "Northip. 
2, He who ſurely was wounded for owr tranſ= 
greſſions, and bruiſed for our wniquities : the 
coaſtiſement of our peace was oa bim, aud by 
bis ſtripes are we healed, Iſa. 53. 5. O 
bleſſed, and uns xprelliblz (wcet Truth ! 
that we know to be no notion or allegory 3 
and that all theſe Sin-offerings and ſacrifices 
under the Law, pointing at this, - were not 
= 'true Victim offercd to God, but had a 
aliccinible reſpect t that one great propt- 
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tiatory ſacrifice now offered up for the Sins 
of the people. 4+. It was in truth, and an 
undoubted reality, that Thomas knew a 
Chriſt without, when his Maſter gave him 
leave to put his hand in his fids3 and when 
his Diſciples bzheld his Being taken up into 
Heaven, whilſt a cloud received him out of 
their fight 3 even the ſame Jeſus who ſhall 
in like manner come again at the laſt day, 
We know there is an unexpreſſibly near 
and ſpiritual Union betwixt Chrift and his 
People here, which is undoubtedly ſure; 
and that as he is truly revealed within, fo 


he leaves a reſemblance of himſelf on the ſou], 


{uch as neither the World, nor the Powers 
of darkneſs can cver put a counterfeit jn his 
room » but ſuch is this Union, as his body 
here upon the earth, doth till know her head 
to be in hcaven, at the right hand of God, 
rcjoycing in hope of that day, when they 
ſhall be tranſlated to that bleſſed place where 
he is, to ſee, and for ever wonder at that 
inconceiveable myſtery of the glorious 
GoJ-hcad dwelling bodily in the man 
Chriſt, 

Poſe 4. This alſo is a part of the known 
DoGtine of the Quakers, That by no righte- 
ouſneſs without us which Chriſt hath fulfilled it 
his perſon, we are juſtificd but by a righteouſneſs 
wright within, and that there is no truth it 
Cbriſts SatisfaQion to juſtice, for the fins of 
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the Ele: but in this they are not alone, nor 
js it ſtrange; that in all times, now under 
the new Teſtament, men have been acted 
forth in a high Jcgrce of oppoftition to this 
head of the Imputed Righteouſneſs of Chritt, 
even beyond other Scriptarc-truthsz and 
that ſo great an aſſault is made to poyſon 
this Fountain, when of ſuch import to the 
Church, as it may be called articulus Fantis 
& cadentis eccleſie, But I muſt fay, in this 
the Quakers ſeem to have taken the moſt 
eſfectual way, and have the advantzge of 
others who own the ſame Doctrine with 
them, that they firſt eſſay to depreſs the 
credit and authority of the Scripture, with- 
out which their Cauſe is loſt, fincc nothing 
polſibly can be more expreſs and clear than 
it is therez 1. That onr high Pricſt hath 
entred into the holy Places, having o>tain- 
ed Eternal Redemption for us, Heb. 9. 12, 
and is that ſacrifice, which being offered with- 
out ſpot to God pacifies all, whoſe blod zlone 
could filence that cry that fin hath tor ven- 
geance, having nailed that hand-reritins &f 
ordinances which was agaialt 5, 2nd contrary 
to us, to his croſs, Col. 2. 1.4. 24 haty re- 
deemed ms from the curſe of the law being 
made a curſe for us, Gal, 3.13, 2, i5it 
poltibly conceivable, it our fia was tinpu- 
ted to Jeſus Chriſt as the Syrety,an:! :-n him 
all our iniquities were laid 3 bt: +l mnt 
be 
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be an imputation of his Righteouſneſs to 
us, and it the Debtor be acquitted by the 
Cautioncrs payment,and the fruit of Chriſt's 

SatisfaGtion atall redound to us, that it mult 
needs be by TImputation of the fame ? Now 
x 15 clear, thus the Scripture reaſons 3 yea, 
F may fay, with fuch a plainneſs as it is 
firange men can b- in the dack here, with- 
out making, it their choicc. He was made 
fin for us, who kaew no ſin, thit we might be 
made the rightecnſi:ſs of God in him, 1 Cor, 
5. 20, 21. and having, fulhlled all Righte- 
vuſneſs, and fo fully ſatisfied the Law, as 
Strcty in our lficad, as a common perſon re- 
picfenting the whole cle Church 3 Muſt 
it not undeniably acquit thoſe at the hand 
of Juſtice, and be accountcd theirs, who 
were then thus repreſented, and judicially 
one with him? 3. We know the Scrip- 
turcs ſhew one great end of that bleſſed 
contrivance, into which the Angels with 
wonder dcſire tolcok, 15 not only to ma- 
nifeſt grace, but to declare the righteouſneſs 
of God, that he is juſt, and the juſtifier of 
them that believe, Rom.3. 20, And no way 
could ever have bcen conceived like this, to 
mate theie two ſhinc forth together in one 
and the ſame work, cr how the Law and 
Juſtice could have egg ſuch fatisfaction as 
by this bleſſed Surety, who at once, and t& 
the ful}, hath latizhed, beyond all that tic 
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united Obedience of Angels, and Men, 


though extended, and multiplied to Eter- 
nity, could ever have done, 4. Nor 1s it 
polſible to ſuppole how works ſhould be 


concauſes with Faith in the Juſtification of 


a Sinner ; lince this acts only infirumentally, 
as the hand embracing, that inc{timable jew- 
cl of the Righteoutneſs of Jeſus Chrilt, as 
having a peculiar intriafick aptitude, and 
ſicncſs beyond all the Graces of the Spiir, 
for applying him to the foul. 5, Mult not 
all ſcrious Religion begin firſt at this great 


Truth of an imputed Righteouſneſs, fince- 


no acceſs can be to perform new Obedience, 
till we have got ence from under the curſe 
of the Law, and be found that in another 
which we are not in our ſelves. It is a blet- 
icd andinſeparable tye, by which thele are 
conjoined in the Scripture, which none may 
clay todivide, but upon that dreadful pe- 
nalty of being ſhut out of all poilible right,or 
claim thereto; that Chriſt is made over t 
be both our Rightcoufnels and Sanctifica- 
cation; yet ſo as the alone weight of our 
peace and acceptation wich God mult till 
lye on what Jcius Chriſt hath done for, and 
not what he hath wrought in us, but as 
It15 an aſſurcd evidence of the former our 
Faith being, thus made diſcernable.and juſti- 
hid by works. 

_ Owhat cai thus influence fo ſtrange an 
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oppoſition to the Doctrine of Grace as is 
this day in the World, and to that nnexpreſ. 
fibly ſweet, and excellent Truth of the 
Righteouſneſs of the Goſpel; the clear break- 
ing up of which Light in theſe laſt times, 
hath been as life from the dead to the 
Church, after along, and dark night of An- 
tichriſtianiſm had gone before to obſcure it, 
Tt is clear, the Holy Ghoſt hath indiffolu- 
bly conjoyned our being, juſtified by faith, 
and having peace with God through Jeſus 
Cnrift, Rom.5, 1, Andin this, 1 can at- 
teſt ſuch as ever knew the ſenſible intima- 
tion of pardon, and what it is to have a 
ſpirit broken and wounded under the 
ſenſe of ſin, put under the hand of the great 
phyſician, and a ſolid cure thereunto 5 if 
this ever came in another way than by ſome 
ccar, warming diſcovery, and ſenſible appli- 
cation of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; and 
that the alone ſure, and cfiedual way to 
heal, is by appplying his blood, and laying 
that bleſſed propitiatory ſacrifice asa ſalve 
thereto. But oh! what another thing is 
the power and efficacy of the Truth on the 
foul, than can be expreſſed in ſome ſchola- 
ſtick notions about it? ſuch as brings a 
demonſtration of its ccrtainty to thoſe who 
know it indeed, that all the diſputers of the 
World could never anſwer; yea I muſi fay, 


it a pollibility could be for fuch a choice, as 
to 
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to carry Heaven by works of our own, Þ! 
ſhould think it a ſad evidence of thoſe, whoſe 
heart did not warrant then to witneſs, that 
no choige could be to them here ; 
but to this alone bluſſed way of being ſaved 


by the Righteouſneſs of eſus Chriſt, doth 


their ſoul cleave, and *tis that which gives a 
more indearing tight of Heaven, in holding 
the ſame only of him who hath purchaſed 
it for them, and them for it, by his own 
blood, which ſhall thus draw forth, and in- 
tend their love to the highetti pitch for all 
eternity. 

Poſe 5, It is one of their known Tenets, 
that none ſhould move in th: commanded @- 
ties of a Chriſtian, but by ſome inward call 
and motion on their ſpirit, and that we ought 
to forbear, where this is wanting : but it is 
ſure, herein we are taught from the Scrip- 
tare: 1. To have the command as the rule, 
and object of our Faith, and not any fpiri- 
tual diſpofitionz nor is there a refiriction 
thus ſhewed to the Church, when it ſo ex- 
preſly inJoyns, pray without ceaſing, 1 Thel, 
5.17. Tru't in him at all timer, &c, Pl, 
62.8. norgives it any Latitude, to fift our 
obedience upon the w2nt of actual influ- 
ence. 2. It isclear, moral Commanias are 
perpetually obiiging, though the breathings 
of God, and his immedia:catliftance b: not 
in our powers but the wind vloweth where 
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it liſts, John 3. 8. And though it's evcr 
true, that it is in vain for one to riſe catly, 
or cſſzy any work without God, Pſal. 127, 
1. Yet this argument ſhould then con- 
clude tor the Husbandmans reſtraining, his 
plowing, and ſowing in the ſcaſon therceet, 
until he be ſure of the Lords joyning his 
influenccs with the ſame; lince it's as impol- 
ible to ſow without the common influ= 
ence of God, who is the firti Cauſe, as it 1s 
co pray in Faith without the ſpecial brea- 
things of the Spirit. 3. It is not ſuch Do- 
Arine can darken the undoubted experi- 
ence of all the Saints, whilſt nothing, is 
mes known to them than this 3 what fin- 
eular advantage they have tound in cſſay- 
ing duty under the greatcit indiſpoſition 
and dcadne(s, and how oft cre they wer? 
aware, thcir ſpirits, with a bleſſed (urprifal, 
even to altoniſhment, have been revived 
and infarged. 4. What aſſurance can men 
have the next hour, or to morrow, more 
than in the preſent time, of the Spirits mo- 
ving on their ſouls, or that they ſhall be 
thus at a farther advantage, by waiting the 
call of the Word tor duty, until thcy have 
ſome inward call and motion thereto, 


Poſ. 6, Though theſe men pretend to 
own Teachers of their own wav.and mould, 


ſuch as they fay are command:d by the c- 
ternal 
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r ternal Spirit fo that work ; yet ds they cx- 
"'Y preſly deny a fixed miniſtry in obe Charch, with 
a mediate call thereto, or any Scriprure- in- 
, Ritution thereof. But conftels, it necds 
5 be no wonder, tnatfach, whole great inten 
2 is to deſtroy the City, have the firſt and 
5 F fſorcſt tariſt at the Waich-men, and that in 
- | fo firangea manner, their rag: and Pailiyn 
- FF fhould buritout againti the? Hichfal Mini- 
* FT ficrs of Jcfus Chritt, whom by all pollibk 
" FF means they ſeck to withliand in their works 
| fince the more enforcing, convictions there 
are of the Authority of God. and his 
Power with them, the more does theic 
pain and torment turn them inraged 


gi 


though in this they arc ſuck a fight, and 
ſhould be to us, as calls tor fore fad and 
compathonate reſentment , 
ſcems no acceſs to convince thoſe, who = 
but expreſs the grcarcit cruclty ag! 

themſclves, in makin g them the But of rs 
wrath and RE "w] ho bcfore the Lord 
dare ſay, they have no other revenge, but 
how to pluck fuc' on: of the tire, and if 
polhible, zeciaim iheir ſoul from periſhing < 


But who is that Party 


” 
when tnere 


Nere, againit WRC 


they thus quarrel 9 furc it 15 not the Mt- 
piitry fo much as the Scriptures of Fru ith, 


in which it's expreſs warant is too 


leanran 


there's no politblc acceſs te dchate, 1. That 


ſuch 2 marvelous erection of the Church as 


a p2* 


[ 24 ] 
a politick body is undeniably there ſhewed; 
with its peculiar offices and ſervice, and 4 
fixed Miniſtry thereto, 2, That this Mi- 
niftry given by Jcſus Chriſt is 4 perpetual 


ftanding ordinance in his huuſe to the end 


of the world, Matt, 28. 20: Epbeſc 4. 11, 
12, 23- That ic lycth not common, but 
hath a peculiar guard, and hedg ſet about 
the ſame, For #9 man taheth this honour to 
himſelf”, but be that is called thereto as Aron, 
Heb. 5.4- And what this calling was, is 
told us in the firſt verſe, that he was taken 
from among, men, and ordained for men, in 
things pertaining to God, 4. Not only is 
this Miniſtry, and it's perpetual uſe held 
forth, but we ſee alſo a mediate call there- 
unto by the Church, 2 Tim. 2,2, The 
things thou haſt heard of me before many 
witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithfu! 
men who maybe able to teach others, Where 
not only the calling Authority, and Power 
is expreſs, but a neceſſary cognition by the 
Church of the fitneſs and qualification of 
tioſe who ſhould be ſet 7.part to that work, 
5. I muſt here add, fince there is no polit- 
ble acceſs to deny that convincing cal, 
which in all ages Chriſt hath put to this 
Miniftry,that they ſo much revilezI may ſay, 
without giving a lye to the Holy Ghoſt: 
In theſe marvelous eff: &s it hath had en 
the World, to fave them who believe, 
| which 


[ 25 ] 
which a Divine immediate power accom- 
panying the ſame,could only effectuate; and 
how ? by the fimplicity of the Goſpel, and 
fooliſhneſs of Preaching, have the moſt ſa- 
vage and rude been tamed 3 the Conſci- 
ence of the moſt daring and ſtubborn Ene- 
mies of the Truth forced to tremble under 
the conviction of an Authority more than 
humane join'd with it z yea,which none can 
debate, by this way was the Pagan-World 
turned Chriſtian. 

Pofe 7. It is known at what rate they 
diſown, and revile thoſe great Scripturc- 
Ordinances of Baptiſm, the Lords Supper, 
the Obſervation of the Sabbath, and reading, 
or hearing of #he Word preached, as being, 
carnal, and Commands of the Letter: In 
which, I confeſs, the Devil knows his game, 
and could have taught no more effectual 
way to gain Proſclites, than by ſuch a mould 
of Religion ſuitcd, and pleaſing to the fleſh : 
but they muſt not think it ſtrange, 1, That 
their Bible is no guide to us, I mean che 
Light within, ſo much cried up as a ſuffici- 
ent Rule z and when the Holy Ghoſt pre- 
fers the Scripture as more ſure, even to an 
immediate voice from Heaven, That the 
Chriſtian Church gives it a preference to 
any voice that can ſpeak within the Soul. 
2, Tam ſure, it cannot be known, why 
Chriſtians ſhould part with thoſe Ordinan- 
( ces 
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ccs injoyned by the expreſs Authority of 
the great Law-giver, upon ſuch unqueſti- 
onably moral and perpetual grounds, and |} bl 
not part with the whole Scripture of God | ar 
alſo. 3. Why do they not alſo lay afide | pl 
thoſe ancient Ordinances of eating, and | bu 
drinking, as carnal ? Iam far from intend- } no 
ing a jclt here upon fo ſerious a ſubje&; | pe 
but docs the enforcing necelfity to keep up | be 
their natural Life, let thum know the per- I wh 
pzrual uſe of tic ſame as a daty? and is there } the 
noi a ſure ground to know that none can |} ſur 
be 4 Chriſtian in-carneſt without an indiſ- Þ Go 
pcatlible neceidity of thoic bleſſed Ordinan» I Dil 
ces of the Goſpel, for their ſpiritual life 3 to I not 
kcep cloſe by the foot-ſteps of the Flock, W thin 
and to f::d among the ſhepherds Tents, Þ ec 
by reading and hearing of the Word, a (pi- I day 
ritual obſervance of the S2bbath, and that Wl 2. 

great ſealin:» Ocdinance of the Lords Sup- Fin! 
per? No: kno'y we another way of get- I ces 
ting beyond thoſe Ordinances but one of I filth 
two, 2 bcing ſafe landed, through grace, in WW Pri 
Fe: ven, even there whereno Temple is; or WW we 
a judicial arre!t. from the Lord, of Indura- IJ aud 


tion, which may be truly faid to bean en- 3 
trinz into the very Suburbs of Hell, even I cor 
in this life. Hol 


Poſe 8. Such is the DofArine of this Par- I we! 
ty, as exprefly owns a perfettion in tis life 
to be attaized;, in which it they intend only 
a pcr- 
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a perfection in kind, which is indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary to the loweſt ſize of a Chriſii- 
ar, Or a being perfeAly juſtified, and com- 
pleat in Chrift, we believe the ſame alſo: 
but ſince they have no reſerved ſenſe here, 
nor hide their intent and meaning, that a 
perfe& freedom from fin is in this life to 
be attained, I muſt then ask, 1. To 
which of all the Saints in the Scripture will 
they turn ? Who knew ever ſuch a thing ? 
ſure not to Moſes, unto whom the glorious 
God ſpake face to face 3 not to that beloved 
Diſciple, who leaned on Chriſts boſom 
not to him who was caught up into the 
third Heaven 5 whoſe ſore wreſilings, and 
groans under a body of Death are to this 
day on publick Record, in the Church. 
2, Did the Church know any ſuch thing 
in Iſazab's time ? But we are all s an un- 
clean thing, and all our righteouſneſs is as 
fltby rags, 1a. 64. 6. or in thoſe pure 
Primitive times of the Chriſtian-Church, it 
we ſay we have no ſin, we deceive our ſelves, 
and make God a liar, 1 Joh. 1. 8. 

3. Why are ſuch obſervable failings rc- 
corded in Scripture of thoſe to whom the 
Holy Ghoſt did bear that witneſs, that they 
were perfe& in their generation, ſuch as 
Nozb and Fob? Is it not to ſhew what 
perfection that is which the greateli of the 
vaints can attain here? 4. Nothing, is 
C 2 Q1ore 
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more clcar from the known experience of 
the Saints than this, that the greateſt Hjghts 
in Chriſtianity have ſtill kept them moſt 
low, under the humbling ſenſe of a Body 
of Dcath, and that contrariety between 
the fleſh and the ſpirit, which doth never 
ccale, until Death once decide that ſtrife : 
but were any ſuch th ing attainable here, 
T am ſure, none mcre viſibly contradi& 
its Truth, than this Party, and are at a 
greatcr diſadvantage to pretend thereto, 
exccpt wrath, paſſion, reviling of others, 
in the mott reproachable ſcurrilous terms 
that can be expreſt, be ſome part oli tht 
perfection they mean. 


Poſ. 9. It is their profeſſed DoGrine, 


that the ſarl is a part of the eſſence of God | 


without beginning, and infinite» A ſtrange 
Poſition, that the Heathens, whoſe lole 


guide was the Light of Nature, in their : 


tcarch of the fouls Original could have no 


cenfidence to own > though theſe things | 


we know to be undeniably clear, I. That 
tie foul of Man is one of the rareſt pieces 
ot the Creation of God. 2, That in its 
frame it is a imple, immaterial, and adive 
ſubliance, which is not compounded of 
Principlcs. and therefore can be reſolved in- 


to n0ne- 23. That che ſoul hath no cauſe of | 
Coruption from ary oppoſition of con- | 
txarichy | 
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traries, as the body hath, through the pre- 
valence of heat or cold : but to affert its be- 
ing infinite, and without beginning, is a 
blaſphemy almoſi beyond Pretident, even 
among, thoſe whom the Devil hath mott 
viſibly acted forth againſt the Truth 5, ſince, 
1, This is the incommunicable propriety 
of the glorious God alone, from whom, 
and for whom are all things. 2. This does 
deny the Creation of Man, of whom the 
ſoul is the nobleſt part; for to be created.and 
infinite imply the greateſt contradicion, 
and are terms incompatible. 3. Thus a 
part of the eſſence of God ſhould go to 
Hell, and the ſouls of the damned there 


muſt have the fame Prerogative with the ' 


great former of all things, to have had a 
duration without beginning. I contels, 
this Principle, as molt of their Doctrine, 
is ſuch as might make them @rzakers in 
carneſt, and cauſe their Conſcience to trem- 
ble with horror and amazement, if upon 
any ſerious refleion they could ſee how 
fad a ſubje& the Truth of an immortal 
ſoul, and its beivg for ever,is to ſuch whom 
the Devil hath fo far got under his Com- 
mand and Power, as thoſe viſibly are at this 
day. 

Poſ. 10. This they profeſſedly own alfo, 
That not the ſame individual body is raiſed 
azain, which is laid in the dult : but there 

] C 3 '5 
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30 |] 
is a change thereof in ſubſtance, as well as 
in qualities; which is no new opinion, 
but what was the Herefie of the Marcio- 
aites, and the Valentinians of old : but ac- 
cording to the Scripture it is clear, 1. That 
there ſhall be a transforming of thoſe vile bo- 
dies at the reſurreCtion, to be faſhioned af- 
ter the glorious body of Chriſt, Phil. 3.21, 
and no forming of a new one, which could 
not poliibly be underſtood, if the fame nu- 
merical body ſhould not be raiſed 3 and that 
this change here 1s but in qualities, not in 
ſabſtance. 2. If the reſurreQion of. the 
Saints be conformable to the reſurrection 
of Chriſt, then mult ir be the very ſame nu- 
merical! body,thatis raiſed up from the dad, 
and not another. 3. This waz not Fob's 
teſtimony only, but the Holy Ghoſi's ſpcak- 
ing in the Scripture to us, what was his 
atſured hope herein, that though worms de- 

ſtrey this body, yet in his fleſh ſhould he ſee 
God, whom he ſhould ſee for bimſelf, and his 
eyes behold, and not another, Job 19, 26, 
27. 4. We may humbly adventure to ſay, 
it is ſuitable to the holy and unſpotted 
Righteouſneſs of God, that the ſame very 
body which did accompany the ſoul here in 
the pain and labour of duty, and under 
much tribulation for the Truth, ſhould be 
its companion in Glory 3 that thoſe who 
lirove together, and run in one race, ſhould 
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be both intereſted in the ſame crown and 
reward; and the ſame body alio, which was 
the ſouls Organ and Co-partner with it, in 
committing, of fin, ſhould partake allo of 
that puniſhment afcer the reſurrection. 
One thing farther I mult here add, in 
which they ſeck to make them ſ{clves re- 
markable to the World, by thcſe axftere af- 
pearances of Mortification and ſtriciaeſs, in 
denying all civil reſpeds to others, which 
they ſcem to intend as a viſible badg of 
their profeilion 3 but if this be a matter of 
ſuch weight, whereon ſerious Religion and 
Mortification to the fleſh leans ſo much, 
as they would have us believes it is then 
clear, 1. That the Popiſh- Capucchirs , 
and Mahumetan-Dervices, to whom this 
way hath ſo viſible a reſemblance. can fut- 
hciently pretend to, and contend tor a pre- 
ference» 2, Then the Chriſtian Church 
muſt take a new Copy, and have no regard 
to the Example, and deport of the Saints 
this way in Scripture z ſuch as Nathan the 
Prophet, of whom the Holy Ghoſt records, 
when he came in to the King, he bowed 
himſelf to the very ground, 1Kings 1.23, 
Or the Apoſile Part in his exprcſkog him- 
ſelf to Feftus and Agrippa, Acts 26.25. Or 
Luke the Evangelitt in the deſignation he 
hath of Theophelus, Luke 1. Zi, 3+ If a 
conformity to this mode and ways mult be 
C & an 
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an eſſential requiſite to Religion, we muſt 
quit the Scripture-Rule alſo, Lev, 19. 22, 
Thou ſhalt riſe up before the boary head, and 
Bonour the face of the old man; the reaſon 
of which Precept is undeniably moral, and 
founded upon immutable grounds; and 
that Rom. 13. 7. Give bonour to whom hy- 
220ur is due : nor does this ſuit the Apoſiles 
Rule, and practice in things indifferent, I 
was all things to all, that I might gain ſome ; 
which would be far from denying an hu- 
mane civil deport to others, where this 
might be gaining. 4. But oh! what a- 
mazing confidence is this, for thoſe who 
find it caſe to turn the great Realities of the 
Goſpel, and moſt expreſs inſtitutions of 
the Word, into a ſhadow and allegory, 
yet to lay ſuch a fireſs of duty on an out- 
ward geſture? Do they think the World 

is ſuch as they may impoſe upon it what 

they pleaſe; and hath ſo far loft reaſon, 

though there were no ſenſe of Religion, as 

not to diſcern ſuch an impoſture ? 


SECT. III. 


Aving touched a little the moſt con- 
cerning Tenets, which theſe great 
adverſaries of Jeſus Chriſt, and his Truti, 


do publick own in their Doctrine > we 
WC. 
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would in the ſecond place ſeriouſly conhi- 
der, what ſo ſirange and amazing an at- 
tempt againſi the Truth can mean, or wi.at 
theſe pollibly intend, except they have 
concluded the Chriſtian World to be turn- 
ed wholly Atheiſtica),and to have fo far loft 
all: Senſe and Impreſlion of Truth, as that 
they need not hide their deſign to perſwade 
men to quit Religion and Reaſon at once 5 
whilſt with fo tirange a confidence they 
own, yea thus in the open Light, dare offer 
ſuch an aſſault to the Church. 

1, To give up at once the whole of Chri- 
ſitan Religion and quit that good and old 
way, wherein ſince Abel the Righteous, 
and Exoch who walked with God, it is fo 
clear the Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoliles, 
yea the whole race of the Saints have to 
this day walked, to come over, and em- 
brace a way, that if no other were known 
tor Religion in the World, it might give 
Atheiſm ſome warrant to judg there were 
none atall, What have we to leave to 
poſterity ſo precious as the Truth ? or what 
can any Other gain, and advantage amount 
to, if this be loſt? Ard why did fuch an 
innumerable company of Martyrs, on who 
the Spirit of God, and of Glory was fcen 
to reſt, ſeal it with their blood «© Was it 
not to ſtand in defence of the (ofnel, and 
of theſe Truths wiich they t© vitibly op- 
pole ? | 2. Ard 
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2, And is the Night fo dark, as fuch a 
Party dare come forth, to have us believe 
there hath been no true Church in the 
World, but ſince theſe twenty or thirty 
years paſt ( except what hath its riſe from 
Fobn of Leyden, Thomas Muntzer, &c, whoſe 
tteps, in moſt of their Docrine they ſeem 
to follow ) 5 yea that the great ſubliantials 
of Chriltian Religion, until now, have been 
but ſome impoſture or miſtaken thing ; and 
all ſuch, who were the excellent of the Earth 
m their time, who expreſſly owned the 
fame DoG&rine, and dicd in the Faith therc- 
of, which the Proteſtant Church doth at 
this day, as can be unanſwerably demon- 
firated, have bcen but falſe witneſſes againii 
God? for rowever they may ſeek to ſhift 
this, by undeniable Conſequence it muito] - 
tow, etther @uakeriſm is a horrid Impo- 
fture, or the Truth, and way of God hath 
not been found out till now, and the Church 
both under the old and new Teſtament hath 
fteered her Courſe by a wrong, compals, in 
taking the Scriptvre for her Rule. 

3. Is all fight of the Truth fo far I»ſt as 
that ic ſhould be cafie for ſome to come 
forth, and impoſe upon the World a new 
Bible, a new Guide to follow, which cvery 
ene may find within himſclf, to per- 
{wade us to build on another Foundation 


than that of the Propncts and RI, Be 
us 
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ſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner- 
ſtone, Epheſ. 2.20? Yea thus put in our 
hand, inficad of the great Realities of the 
Goſpe), a new device, and mould of their 
own framing ? Or do they think their Au- 
thority ſuch as is enough to patronize a 
Do@trine, that gives an expreſs lie to the 
God of Truth in the moſt clear diſcovcries 
of his Word. 

4+» It may ſeem a ſtrange and amazing al- 
fault, to obtrude a way of Religion, in the 
face of the Chriſtian Church, in ſo manifc(t 
a contradicion to the whole experience of 
the Saints, and that ſeal, which in all agcs 
they have put to this Truth, that the Scrip- 
ture is the Power of God to Sajvation ; and 
is that mean whereby he maketh the fimple 
wiſe, that it is. the very way whereby ]cſus 
Chriſt keepeth intercourſe with his Church 
here on Earth; and ſuch as no line, nor 
tittle thereof did ever deccive any that ad. 
ventured on the ſame. - This we are ſure, 
is, and hath heen, the Teitimony of the fol- 
lowers of the, Truth, ever fince that great 
Truſt of thc Oracles of God was commit- 
ted toithe Church, which they have put 
in their Teſtament, and with their dying 
breath have owned; how oft in this bleſſed 
way of the-Word hath the Lord ſealed their 
inſtruction, whilſt under fad and dail: 
plunging, yea thus hath macc Lite, Power, 
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and enlivening Influences, even to the 
melting of their heart, break up when un. 
der their greateſt deadnefs ? | 

5. It is a firange attempt, and ſeems a 
new eſſay the Devil intends to try in aGing 
fortha Party not' to diſpute the Scripture, 
and Chriſtian Faith out of the World, bur 
to brawl it away in an unuſual manner of 
reviling, as if they would out-cry the Truth 
with a continned flood of noiſe and re- 
proach; whilſt they know there is no ſeri 
ous and fobcre Chriſtian, but under the 
Awe of God, is reſtrained from anſwering 
them at their rate» But yet for anſwer, 
ficre is nothing necds ſeem ltrange, when we 
fee, 1, How hard it is to fix in ſuch a way 
as Error and detnfion, or find hand, when 
men once are carried off the Fruth, and do 
lanch out into that horrid gult of error 3 bt 
feducers muſt wax worſe and worſe, 2 Tim. 
3:13. 2, How in all times it may be dil- 
cernable, that a deluſion is a turning men 
judicially mad, and their deliberate acting 
to deceive others, hath the very ſame et- 
fect on themſelvesznor is it ftrange ſuch are- 
markable ſtir and noiſe is mad: by the Spirit 
of Errox which thus rages,when at this day 
tt looſe, knowing his time is ſhort : and 
that ſach an hour of the Power of darkne(s 
doth but g9 before ſome great and remark- 


able reſtraint, yea that this is near 3 tor 
Which 
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which with an aſſured hope upon that 
bleſſed Warrant, and Security of the Scrip- 
tures of Truth we wait and believe, 


SECT. Vh. 


T* purſuance of this ſubje&, whilit ſuch 
a darkneſs is over the Churches of Chriſt, 
and the very Foundations like to be ſhakenz 
It ſhould be this day a ſerious call for our 
enquiry , what olid Improvement might 
be made of ſuch a Tryal in this ſirange ap- 
pearance, and growth now of ©uakeriſm 
for clearing of the Holy and unſpotted 
way of the Lord, and our being farther 
ſixengthncd in the Faith 5 fince it is (ure, 
that nothing is here before our eyes, but 
what brings a convincing Seal therewith 
fo the Truth, and may be an antidote a- 
2ainſt its own poyſon 3 if we but confi- 
der, 

I. That the neceſlity of Day and Night, 
and of the Ordinances of Heaven, to con» 
tinue as they arc, is not more clear ftrem 
the Truth of the Word, than that Hereffes 
muſt be in the Church, that ſuch as are ap- 
proved may be made manifeſt, 1 Cor, 18. 
io. And it theſc were not, the Scriptures 
would 
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would want an undoubted witneſs of its 
Truth and Certainty. 

2. That it is undeniably clear, this is 
the very time and ſeaſon of bringing forth 
thoſe monſtrous Births in the World, ac- 
cording to the Scripture-Prophecies there- 
ofz for the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſ]y to the 
latter times, 1 Tim. 4. T, and gives warn- 
ing, that this will be oac of the ſpecial and 
greateſt Tryals of the Chriſtian Church, 
whereof the Old Teſtament doth. make but 
little mention; yea thus it may be under- 
ftood, why ſuch a Party now muſt have 
forme blacker dye, and a ſingular edition 
of groſsncſs, beyond all that have gone 
betore, as fuiting toa greater Light, and 
more flouriſhing times of the Church, than 
tormer ages have known. 

3. Is there not advantage here, for being 
more confirmed in the good ways of the 
Lord, that no ſuch length the Principles of 
this adverſary Come, and there's nothing ſo 
horrid and amazingyin their DoEtrine, which 
in th2 Scripture hath not been forctold ; 
ſuch as dimuable Hereſies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, 2 Pet, 2.1. 

ev2n ſuch astend not to daiien the Truth 
only, or 3 building hay and i}:gble on this 
Foundation, but mott vifibly rize the 
ſam. ? 

4. it ſhould be for our {ixengthening - 
(S] 
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ſo in the Truth, that nothing is ſo ſtrange 
in this marvclous depth of error and de- 
luſion, as to the way and manner of its 
ſpreading in the Church, but what hath 
been foretold by the Holy Ginoſt 3 to be 
brought in privily, by ſubtile infnuation, 
and a ſowing of theſe tares while men ſleep; 
yea how ſuch ſhall make merchandize of 
their ſouls, for in nothing more is the ſlight 
of men, and cunning craftineſs whereby 
they lye it: wait to deccive, known to the 
World, than in this Tizade which ſeducers 
drive, to turn thoſe they converſe with 
from that fimplicity which is in Chriki : 
but as thus Error in its firſt approaches 
knows how to tzke on a cover Is it not 
ſeen alſo where once this is aloft, and de- 
lufion drunk in, with what diſcernable fury 
and violence f{uch are then driven ; fo as 
all may know what mican theſe clouds 
( which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ) carried a- 
bout with a tempeſt, 2 Per. 2, 17, which 
are then hurried by a judicial fircke, and 
can find no fixing ? 

5. This one thing, I confeſs, feems a- 
fioniſhing,, and that whercat ſome pretend 
moſt advantage for their ftumbling at the 
way of God, to fee at what rate ſuch have 
walked under a profecihon of godlineſs, 
not only as to Light, but with a con- 
vincing cvidenee of their being ſerious and 
tender 
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tender therein, who at laſt to the amaze- 
ment of the World have fallen into a viti- 
ble Apoſtacy from the Faith, ſo as to come 
even to that dreadful length therein of be- 
irg ©«3kers; yea thus may ſeem to bring 
in quetiion that great Truth of the perſe- 
verance of the Saints, But it's well we 
have the Scripture to go to, and know 
what this means, whilſt nothing here is 
{uch as does not convincingly anſwer to 
what is cxpreſly ſhewed us there, and 
ſhould confirm more than ſhakez if we 
coniider, 1. Though it is true that He- 
refic, a5 other works of the fleſh, may be 
conhitent with a regenerate eſtatez yet is 
it impollible for the Ele4& to be deceived in» 
to 2 falling from the Faith, without ſome 
gracious recovery, as is ſhewed Matt. 24. 
But w: know this way is the purpoſe of 
God made effectual, concerning all he hath 
from Eternity predcttinate fo life, as is ex- 
prefs trom Scripture, 2 Theſ. 2. 13. That 
they are choſen to Salvation, through ſandi- 
fication of the ſpirit, and belief of the truth, 
though the cvidence of this recovery in 
ſome, where it hath been in Truth, may 
be bur little difcernable to others: The 
Lord fo difpoſing in his infinite Wiſdom, 
that his Pcople may be taught an alone 
recumbence on the Word, even when his 


Works fc<nis to juſtle therewith, 2. We. 


know 
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know no ſuch length in profeſſion of the 
Truth, from which any have fallen through 
the prevalence of Error,can go beyond thoſe 
who after they have eſcaped the pollutions 
of the World through the Knowledg of the 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, are yet a- 
gain intangled therein, and overcome , 


| 2 Pet. 2,20. or beyond thoſe degrees of 


Conviction, and common Illumination . 
that may even have ſome tranſient 
talte of the good Word of God, and of 
the Powers of the World to come, Heb. 
6.5, 6, To which the Apoſile ſhews ſome 
may come, even that length by a tempo- 
rary Work of the Spirit, who have yet fal- 
len into a moſt dreadful Apoſtacy from 
the Truth, and oppoſition thereto, with 
the greateſt hight of malice 3 in both which 
Scriptures may be ſeen, that it is ſuchan A- 
poſiacy there meant, as follows upon the 
prevalence of Error and Delufion, 3. With 
what marvelous plainneſs doth the Holy 
Ghoſt in the Word ſpeak to this Caſe, that 
we may know what it means, and have 
no cauſe for ſtumbling, when it ſhall be. 
come the Churches Tryal, as we {ee Mat. 
12.5. in that ſeed which fell upon ſtony 
places, where it had not much earth, and 
forthwith ſprung, up, becauſe it had no 
depthneſs of carthz but when the Sun was 
up, was ſcorched, and becauſe they had no 
r00t, 
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root, withered : a Truth, I may fay, is not 
more expreſs in the Scripture, when we 
read it with our cycs, than its ratification 
in after-times in the Church hath oft been 
on many a ſad inſtance, ſuch as after their 
being enlightned have ſprung up, yea. forth- 
with, with a haſty growth, and too carly 
appcarance, but no ſolid growing to the 
root 3 yet ſuch, as for a time have moi re- 
markably ſeemed to out-run thoſe who had 
in Truch received the ingrafted word, by 
a more forward profcthien, than whom 
none have been a ſadder fight to the ge- 
ncration they lived in, and by as remarka- 
blc a withering, have too viſibly witneſſed 
the want of root; in whick I muſt 
tay, and witn ſome contidcnce appeal to 
any f(crious diſcerners of the time about 
chis remark, if tn ſuch who have moſt 
obſervably tallen from the Truth, and 
plunged into that gult of irror, ſome pre- 
cious evidence hath not been of ſuch ſpring- 
ing up fer:bwith, and balty appearance in 
profeliioa of the Traih, that hath taken 
the growth more to the bloſſom, than to 
any fure founding under the ſenſe of their 
tinfu}, and loft ctiate by Nature. 


6. This alſo ſeems ftrange, and may be 
ſhaking to {ome 3 How tenacious and vio- 
'ent ſuch ulually are found in this waygeven 

when 
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when filenced with the cleareſt diſcoveries 
of the Truth : ſo as it is rare almoſt in an 
age to find an inſtance of one, who after ſome 
obſervable Hight of Illumination beyond 
others hath ever found a recovery, or ſhown 
their returning by repentance after he hath 


thus fallen into damnable Herefies, as. 


the Apoſtle terms them, But is not here 
alſo a convincing and marvelous ſeal to 
the Scripture 3 it men will but {crx1ouſly 
read what is ſo clear, 2 Pet.2. 20. and 
that Zeb. 6, How dreadtul an arreſt, thus 
in the Holy Judgment of God, is put on 
this kind of Apoſtacy, even beyond the 
moſt groſs falling away from the Truth in 
practice, which ſhould cauſe fear to all that 
kind, and do yet retain their ftedfallnels ? 
Yea ts not the reaſon of this there allo held 
forth, that it is a putting the Son of Ged to 
open ſhame, and ſo direct a doing dcpite to 
the Holy Gholt,in counteraQing his Work » 
ings and Diſcoveries once put forth in the 
foul? For my ſclf, I muſt confeis, nothing, 
in thoſe times I have found more ſhaking 
(who before a higher Judg than Men, 
have ſome confidence to ſay, The greateli 
joy I have upon Earth, is to know ther 
ifluredly the Lord is God, and the cer- 
tainty of his Truth ) ; But I muſt here al(o 
profeſs, how in this 1 have found caule tor 
being more confirmed, yea with admira- 
| D 2 (101 
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tion to confider, How many ages paſt, 
ſuch things have been forctold 3 what ſore 
aſſaults the ſpirit of Error and Deluſion 
ſhould give the Church, with ſo expreſs 
circumſtantiating of this Tryal, in its whole 
frame, conveyance, and manner of appear- 
ance, as hath been ſeen in the Event, and at 
this day betore our eyes, which by the Holy 
Ghoſt only could be revealed to the 
Church, and could never have been ſup- 
poſed, cr entred into mens thoughts at a 
diſtance, 


S.E C To V. 


| Fourth particular that calleth for ſome 
{erious enquiry upon this ſubjeQF, is 
what ſhould be the grounds of ſo ſtrange 
and prcedigious a contagion of this way of 
the ©ahers as is at this day in the Charch, 
whoſe Doctrine and Principles are ſuch as 
the very recital thereof might be judged 
a {ufhicicnt antidote againft its own poyſon3 
yea this after ſuch clear and bright times 
of thc Goſpel: but here none needs be in 
the dark, if theſe things were ſeriouſly cone 
fidercd, 
1, That 
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I, That where a form of Knowledg,and 
mens receiving of the Truth, but not in 
Love, comes fome great length in the 
Church , there is then cauſe to fear, and 
foreſee ſome remarkable flood of Error, and 
Deluſion to follow ;, for in this the Scrip- 
ture is expreſs, 2 Tim. 2.10. and lets us ſee 
how nothing does more ripen the harveſt, 
to make the field white for the ſpirit of Er- 
ror*'s putting in his Sickle, than molt ſo- 
lemn times of the brightneſs of the Gol- 
pel, if no ſuitable fruit be found thereof. 
Light is one of the greateſt Talents of the 
Church, that muſt bring cither ſome rc- 
markable gain, or loſs withit : nor need 
any wonder, ſeduction trom the Truth bear 
ſome blacker dye now in thoſe days, and 
have a more fingular addition of groſsneſs, 
even beyond all former times 3 fince thus 
the Stroke and Judgment muſt keep pro- 
portion to a further degree of the Churches 
Exaltation, and more clear diicoveries 
of the Truth, than former ages have 
known, 

2, As the formentioned culpable, and 
provoking cauſe may at this day be diſfcern- 
able to all, ſhould the Holy Judgment of 
the Lord inflicted thereupon, be ſtrange to 
us ina vitible Tradition, and giving up 
ſuch a Party unto firong Dcluſion, with a 
withholding of the very excrciſe of their 
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Reaſon and Judgment, that they do not 
{ce the Light, when it is moſt clearly ſhi- 
ning forth before them; fince this a con- 
vincing ſeal allo to that Scripture, 2 Thef. 
2.10. I confeſs, it is one of the marvelous 
things of God, and of the greateſt depths 
ot his Judgment, whereby he makes him- 
{cit known in the Earth, yea ſach as may 
enforce on Atheiſts the convidtion of a Dci- 
ty, and that Dominion which the Holy 
God exerciſcs over the foul; but ſuch as 
none can pretend cauſe for ſtumbling, where 
his unſpotted righteouſneſs doth fo clear- 
ly ſhine forth on theſe grounds; 1. That 
{o immediate a ſtroke, and judicial arreſt in 
delivering one over to the Power of this 
Plague, is not inflicted, but where ſome 
choice and conſent hath gone before, and 
15 the very execution of that ſentence from 
the Lord, Rev.22,21. He which # #juji, 
let him be unjuſt ſtill; and he which 1s filthy, 
let him be filtby ſtill, 2.- Since the grcatelt 
contempt of God, which any can witneſs, 
is anot recciving the Truth when clearly 
offered 3 ſhould it be ſirange, ifthat which 
is certainly one of the greateſt trokes of 
God upon men, anſwer thereto, by giving 
vp their Reaſon and Judgment to ſuch 
firong deluſion? 3. If the Heathen, who 
did not glorihe God with the Light of 
Nature, were in his Rightcouſneſs given 

vie 
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up to a reprobate mind, to do that which 
was inconvenient, and morally abſurd, 
Rom. 1, 26, Need we then be in the dark 
if thoſe who diſhonour God under the re+- 
vealed Light of the Scripture, be given up 
to ſuch ſpiritual wickedneſs, as to believe 
Error, and lics for the Truth? 4. Nor 
ſhould any wonder to ſee what confidence 
this Party now pretends to in their ways 
and though under ſo fad a {troke of obdu- 
ration, that may be ſ(ecn by all others, yet 
how little it is telt by themſelves, fince the 
want of Light and feeling is a part of that 
diſeaſe, and is 2 Judgment which walks in 
the dark, and gives the ſorctt wound when 
the pain is leaſt felt z Men being thus judi- 
cially bound over, as under chains in the 
priſon, that they cannot once tiir, until the 
laſt ſtroke be given. 

3. When a previous diſpolition, and 
tendence amongft many, to tiumble at the 
way of the Lord, is ſo manifeſt, this day, 
through the Church 3 ſhould their be cauſe 
to wonder, though it quickly Land here ? 
Theſe things being conſidered, 1. That 
the motion is then down the hill, where 
it is not cafic to ſtand; and inficad of a 
humble ſerious enquiry after the Truth, un- 
der an awful Imprefhon of God, whoſe 
word it is, ſuch are upon another ſent, 
how to oppoſe the Truth againſt it felt, 

D 4 all 


[48 ] 


and have it made ſubſervient to their By- 
als. 2. The ground then needs not be 
prepared for this ſeed 3 there is ſo much 
within to make its entry, and acceptance 
cafe, (for a ſnarc enters not without a call); 
but where ſuch an impoiſoned Nature is, 
it muſt necds ſeek to ſtrengthen it felt by 
bringing in things ſuitable, yea, can ſuck 
that poyſon of Error out of thoſe Truths, 
that would ſeem the moſt proper antidote 
againſt it. 3, It is then men do inſenfibly 
wear at a diſtance from under theſe former 

Imprethons which once they had of duty, 

and of the way of the Lord; fo as ere they 

be aware, then Judgment is determined by 

a judicial firoke to what - was before thcir 

defirez things repreſenting themſelves fuita- 

bly to that predominant humor which 1:3 
within : yea it may be too clear, as a dif- 

poſition to ſtumble takes rcot in the foul, 

How paltion and ſenſial Juſts get ground, 

which as the Apoſile ſkews, cannot endure 

found Doctrine, or a bcing ſearched by the 

word ? 2 Tenr. 4.3, But thus are un2wares 

fucked up into this gult and whirle-pit of 
ſome predominant luft that leads them cap- 
tive at its plcaſurc, 

4. A rot keeping that diſtance from this 
contagion, which the Holy Ghoſt exoreſly 
requircs, ha:hyiven too vitiblea rifc to the 
talling off of inany to this horrid way ow 
| {(:3C 
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the @aakers 3 nor ſhould this be ſtrange to 
any : - Why, thus the Lord is provoked to 
deſert and leave fuch to themlelves,who do 
ſo far adventure out of his way, when it is 
ſo clear, 1. How expreſs the command 
is not to recezve ſuch znto their houſe, or give 
them a friendly ſalute, as they would nat be 
partakers of their evil deeds, Tit. 3. 10. 
2 Joh. 10.' but ſhould be rejected as men 
void of, and enerntes to the Truth, whoſe 
words eat like a gangrene, 2, That this 15 
a peculiar mean of the Lord appointed for 
their reclaimingy to keep ſuch a diftance as 
may witncſs that abhorrence, and holy in- 
dignation, which the Zeal of God ſhould 
have at fucha Party, fo as they may be a- 
ſhamed 3 tor it is ſure, Error and Hercftes 
would ſoon dye of themſelves, it they got 
not free vent, and too favourable a coun- 
tenance from others. 3. Where men will 
paſs over thoſe bounds the Lord hath ſet 
in his holy Word, by an unneceſſary con- 
verſe with ſ:ducers from the Truth 3 Is it 
firange, though the D-vil have them at ſuch 
advantape. hivce he finds them on his own 
ground? Aud F tout: not, upon ferious 
enquiry, but 16 maya e rafle to find the 


fcft relic, #5 | ocgation of 1:0ft that are 1n- 
fedod with iis (es hath bien upon a 
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tion of a young, man in this Countrey, who 
would adventure on going abroad by Seca 
in a Ship, when the Maſter of it was a 
©xuaker, having then no refpe& to that 
way: but upon ſome familiar converſe, 
when he had fo far put himſelf out of Gods 
Protection, was quickly drawn, firſt to a 
tittening, and then a liking of thoſe Prin- 
ciples, until he had fully drunk in that poy- 
fon, which was the account he himſelf 
gave of the tirft riſe of ſuch a change. 


5. A fifth ground why @2wzakeriſm ſhould 
in {o ſtrange a manner be ar this day con- 
tagious, is its diſcernable ſuiting to the Prin- 
ciples of the World, and that inbred En- 
mity thatis by Nature in men again the 
way of God. When thus they are taught 
that all days are alike, and no necd of out- 
ward Teaching, but by the Light within ; 
yea to cry down the Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt as hirclings, with moſt of the weig- 
ty dutics of a Chrifiian, which to them arc 
aS an abomination : and when it is thus, can 
tt be ſirange, How many groſs, and' viſibly 
profane are carried with this ftream,or why 
the greateſt adverſaries of godlineſs are 
found to purſue thoſe with leſs heat and a- 
verſion of their way, and have more calic 
fuiting therewith, than with the way of the 
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6. I muſt further add to thoſe forcmen- 
tioned grounds, that except men ſhunt their 
cyes. a molt viſible diſcovery of the imme- 
diate power and influence of the Devil, 
and his actual concurrence may be convin- 
cing to all wholook feri>uſly thereon; when 
it is ſo clear, 1 How this change 
they are under, who once turn that way, 
hath a rage and fury therewith, in their op- 
polition to the Truth, beyond the ordinary 
rate of mens natural Enmity thereto 3 yea 
that without the leaſt ſhadow of proveca= 
tion, they ere driven by ſome violent pref- 
ſurc,and incitement from ſuch an Impulle as 
they ſecm to have no freedom in their own 
motions ; but though before, of moſt dif. 
cernably calm and ſober diſpol:tions,are then 
acted forth to thoſe ftrange cxpreitions of 

ailing and reproach, 25 can lzave it under 
no dcbate frum what ſpirit they move, and 
how far they arc from thet wiſdom from 
above, whici 1s firſt prre, ang then praces 
able, 2. This firange appezrance, and 
change ſuch are ander, who oncc embrace 
this way of the Quakers, is ſeen i be by 
no moral ſ{wafion, or conviction ſuited to 
a reaſonable ſoul 4 no receiving of the in- 
erafttcd word, or any diſccrnable impreſs 
thereof to ſhew the Laws being written in 
their heart : but as hath been greatly ob- 
ſerved by tome, is by a fixange rude hop, 
ar 


[52] 


and enthuſiaſtick impulſe, ſudden and vio- 
lent, the Conſcience being made ſound, and 
whole betore it be lanced, and their falſe 
peace brokeri, 3. It may be clearly ſen, 
whatever Impulſe theſe pretend to for ſuch | 
a change, that this is froma ſpirit of blaſ= | 
phemy 3 even to adenying of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the bleſſed Head and Redeemer of the 
Church, except as a Principle within ; yea 
trom a lcud and prophane fpirit. ſuch as 
counteracs Holinels in hearing, reading of ; 
the Scripture, praying, ſinging of Pſalms, ; 
{anQifying of the Sabbath, the uſe of the 
Sacraments. 4, That it is from ſuch a ſpi- 
Tit alſo ( whatever pretences they have to | 
follow a Light within them ) as counteracs | 
the moſt expreſs diqates of a natural Con- 
{cierice, in theſe notes of difference, which 
by the Light of Nature have in all Nations 
been betwixt Man and Man, to a denying 
that due reverence Children ſhould have ro 
Parents, Servants to Maſters, Subjects to 
Magittrates. 5. And is it not here moſi dif- 
ccrnably a ſtrange bewitching of their Judg- |} 
ment and Reafon, who once fall in with 
that Party into ſuch abſurd extravagan- ' 
cies, both in thcir Tencts and Practice, as 
no rcaſon can poſſibly comprehend, but | 
that it is the very immediate power and 
working of Satan? Whillt ic is fo clear, | 


that this is iuch a Religion and way 35 
none 
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none can cloſe therewith, but by ingaging 
upon theſe two Principles to forego their 


| Reaſon and Judgment, and all ſubjecion 


to the Scripture of God : a Religion which 
is fo far from rendring a reaſon of the 
ground thereof, with meekneſs, to theſe 
who ask, that it turns viſibly inraged upon 
the moſt ſober Chriſtian eſſay for bringing 
of it to the Light, 


LY 
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N the fifth place, let us confider on this 

ſubject, what might be of moſt ſpe- 
cial uſe to guard and preſerve all who 
profeſs the Truth againſt this horrid and 
ſpreading contagion, now in theſe times -: 
for clearing of which ſome few Preſerva- 
tives 1 would ſeriouſly offer. 

I, Tolive much by Scripture, and have 
more near intercourſe therewith, as that 
alone rule, without which none can write 
one line in Religion aright, but according, 
to the ſame 3 and is ſo marvelouſly ſuited 
to enlighten, and take the wayfaring man 
through all theſe ſnares here by the way 3 
ſo as the whole race of the Saints, ſince the 

bc. 
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beginning to this day, could not poſſibly 
have withed it another thing than it is. 
Oh ! what do ſuch part with, that can part 
with this guide which reveals the whole 
Counſel of God, and ſhews us what is 
good, lovely, and jult, gives Law to the 
inward man , and commands his very 
thoughts; yea that which the God of 
Truth hath magnified above all his Names ? 
Sure It is, it ſuch blaſphemers knew what 
converſe a {crious humble Chriſtian hath oft 
tound this way, with Jeſus Chriſt,and which 
tiis foul knows wcll to be no dream or ſha- 
dow; they ſhould rather wiſh their words 
choaked them in the throat, than to adven- 
rure to ſpeak at the rate they uſually do, I 
know this quarrel they have therewith, 
which Ahab had with the Prophet Micajah, 
that it prophcſieth fad things to them, and 
therefore they muſt hate it, and fecka new 
Light, becauſe this is their torment 5.tor 
it's ſure, the Scripture, and Quakeriſm are 
no morc compatible to lodg in one heart, 
than the noon-day and mid-night can 
meet together z but their appcal herein 
15 cali, tor whethcr they will or not, by 
this word they mult be judged in the day 

of the Lord, 
2, That great Connſcl of the Apolite 
2 1im. 1,13. | would prefs on Chrittians at 
tits day, for bolding faſt the form of Ry 
words, 
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words, as one great intent of the Scripture, 
to give the Church a full model, and fian- 
dard of ſaving Doctrine, whereon every 
one may know how he foundeth. Now this 


great duty is the more preſlingly called 


tor in ſuch times, when moſt ſatisfie them- 
ſclves with ſome looſe notions of the Truth. 
and to know things at random, who ſeem 
but little concerned to be ſtable, and root- 
ed in the faith, ſo as to know that cloſe 
contexture, and dependance of the Truths 
of God in the Scripturz 3 and how they 
are'; linked in the neareſt: tye and cor- 
reſpondence, as there can be ro cfzy tor 
corrupting of one part, but muſt have the 
lame tendence againſt the whole z yea, thus 
reach a thruſt at the very life and being oi 
Religion, It will be rare to find ſuch as are 
in earneſt for a ſolid founding on the great 
Foundation-Truths, and Principles of the 
Word, and to teed much thereon, to have 
wer becomea prey to delution and error. 


3. A third fafc Preſervative againſt this 
contagion, ſhould be more deep and ferj- 
ous thoughts, How horrid a way this 
of Orakeriſm is ? And to confider, 
1, What the Apoſtle ſhews, 2 Pct. 2. 2. 
that ſuch damnablc Herefies bring {witt de- 
fruction therewith. 2. How hopeleſs che 
ccovery ct ſuch prove,and how rare *tis to 

bring, 
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bring them of, who are once Priſoners t: 
an crring, Conſcicnce, or to fee them cither 
ſeek or find out a way of eſcape: theſe | 
being Trees twice dead pluckt up by the | 
root, 

3. The very ncar approach of this to 
that fin againii the Holy Ghoſt , where 
there is a falling once into thoſe deſtroying 
Kercttes which ſubvert the Faith, cſpecially 
whcre fome remarkable work of the Spirit | 
hath gone before to enlighten and con- | 
vince, as we ſec Heb. 6. 4, 6. For it is im- 
poſſible for thoſe who were once inlightned, | 
zf thryſhill fall away, to renew them again 
to repentance. 4. And what an awful Im- | 
preti;on ſhould this alſo have on men, that } 
ſuch as are thus ſubje&, and rejed means : 
of conviction, are condemned of themſelves, 
as the Apoſtle ſhews, Tit. 3. 11. Since 
they chuſe Deluſion, and will not hearken 
to the Truth,thruiting the Word from them, 
whereby they judg themſclves unworthy of | 
ere:na! life. 

4. Tt ſhould be a ſingular guard alſo a- 
gainit this way for Chriſtians to walk hum- 
bly, and have ſuci a diſpoſition much their | 
ſtudy in theſe times; while it is fo clear, 
TI. That the moſt ſolid, and cminently h1x- | 
ed Chrittians, in the Church, who have 
ſhincd moſt brightly, even to the ſetting of 


their Sun, have ill been the moſt humble. 
2, That 
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2. That this is a, remark ſeldom fails , 
where deluſion and error get place, a 
{welling, and being lift up under much 
ſelf-confidence and eſteem might be viſibly 
ſcen to go before; nor is it cafie to tind 
an inſtance of a ſober, humble profeſſor of 
the Truth plunged in this gult; it is a ſad 
mark the Scripture hath fct at their door 
who knew not this, Behold the ſoul which 
is lifted up is not upright, Habbak: 2. 4. 
3+ I may ſay there ſhould need no diſpute 
againſt this horrid way of the Duakere , 
were mens eyes kept more wichia them= 
ſelves, and in the humbling fight of a bo- 
dy of Death, under which the choiſett of 
the Saints have been ſtill kept moſt preſſed, 


yea nothing hath helped them to ſhine - 


more brightly, and to-a tranſmitting of 
their remembrance with the moſt ſweet and 
fragrant ſavour to after-ages, than this, 


5. To attend on the Miniſtry of the 
Word, and a cloſe keeping by that Ordi- 
nance given by Jcſus Chriſt to the Church, 
ſhould be found a bleſſed Prefervative a- 
eainſt this way 3 and therefore are they 
ſo trily conjoyned by the Holy Ghoſt, 
Eph. 4. 11, & 14. He gave ſome Paſtors 
and Teachers, for the perfeing of the $ aints, 
Cc. and that we be net henceforth children 
ted to and fro; and it's ſure, if men ſhut 

E not 


= 
Mr on -2 - _—. 
- — o 


— 


ot 
[2] 
*, 
4 # 
iq ” 
* 
4:&% 
& 
01 


ap. SI Ire 
2b 2 — Ont 


OG 4 VO ISS NE CN ee PIs a 


2 LET Tate, neue" 
pme” res pO SE ve NT A ENS 
—_ nn i ——_— 
DOE tes: a6: th 
ITE Sx 4 N - . 


L538] 
not their eyes, they cannot but behold,'that 
where once any begin to fall off here, 
there is no ſtanding or getting their ground 
farther kept, till either Error or Atheiſm 
hath made thema prey. This is no per- 
ſonal Intereſt I plead, but the Ordinance of 
Jeſus Chriſt, though never more trampled 
upon by the World than at this day; 
AndI hope, with much confidence it can 
be ſaid, that many ſuch of the Miniſters 
of Chriſt yet are, whom @wakers do, in 
the moſt hateful Terms that can be ex- 
preſſed, Revile as Hirelings, Baals Pricfis, 
who yet would bear ſuch contempt and 
opprobry, and a fad outward Lot with 
much joy, fo they might get acceptance 
for their Work; and as Embaſſadors of 
Chriſt, whoſe Commillion they carry, and 
can ſhew his credential Letters for the fame, 
to all with whom the Scripture hath any 
weight, might find acceſs to drive on that 
greatIntereſt of Reconciliation betwixt God 
and Sinners. 
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SECT. vII. 


Ow in the cloſe, I ſhall touch alittle. 

the appeal formerly propoſed to that 
very Light within, which this Party of 
the ©xakers ſo much cry up as an infalli- 
ble Guide, fince it cannot poſhbly be un- 
derftood another thing than that Tribunal 
of the Conſcience, under the great Judg, 
{:t up in every mans Breaſt z If even before 
that Light they can ſtand, without horror 
and amazement at their own way, and 
ſome enforcing conviction of the Truth 
of thoſe particulars, I atteſt their Con- 
(cience In. 

I. It a corrupting of the Aﬀections did 
not previouſly concur to corrupt their 
ſudgment 3 and if this change in their way 
might not, to their own diſcerning, be 
found to begin firſt in ſome reigning, and 
predominant luſt, Tt is ſure, the Scripture 
hnds the root of Error and Herefie to be 
there, Gal. 5.20, 1 Tim.2. 19, Andit 
is eafie for the World to ſee how viſible 
2 riſe diſcontent, croſs events to their 
deſigns about outward things, a begun. 
wearying of the very form ot Godlineſs , 

E 2 yea 
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yea ſome hope and infinuation of advan- 
tage from another airth hath in many in- 


ances, given to this, and effe Qually in- | 


fluenced their taking up a lax conception 


of Religion, and then turning ov er to ſuch | 


a Way. 
2. I may here appeal to the Conſcience 
of moſt who have ingaged with that Party: 


if they were ſincere, and earneſt in pros } 


felling the Truth before they quit it, or 
knew what it was to be ſwayed by Prin- 
ciples of their own, with that ſolid found- 
ing thereon, as they could ſay, no incite- 


mcnt from example, or the Teſtimony of | 
others, but the felt Power of the Truth } 
on their ſoul did influence ſuch a profelli- } 


on : Since it is undeniable, how many 
from extream leudneſs, and ere they had 
any appearance of being Chriſtians, have 
made this leap over to the @uakersz fo 
asitcan be no wonder, that they on caſe 
Terms, part with that which they ſo light- 


ly took up, and never in earneſt knew : yea F 
it is notoriouſly known how ſome of the | 
chick among them have as an Argument | 
for perſwading others to deſert the way 
of the Lord, expreſly owned thisz that } 
while they were once under the ſame pro- | 
fcilton with them, and ſeemed to be moſi ſe- | 
r:0us therein, yet *was but for a ſhew only, 1 


and they found never anyTruth or _—_ in 7 
5 2 
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his way, which is indeed not ſtrange, for 
hey could not find that which they were 
J:ot then at all ſecking after. 


2. To that Light within, that they fo) 
nuch pretend to, I muſt appeal, If they 
an pothibly caſt the Judgment and Au- 


Ytority of the Scripture, without having 
that very Light within to riſe up, and 


witneſs againſt them and if their Con- 
ſcience be not wholly ſtruck dead, can de- 
ny that witneſs thereto 3 How ? by a clear 


Fmanifeftation of the Truth, it commends 
Fit (elf to the Conſcience of every one, as a 
Flite ground whereon to repoſe their ſoul 3 
Fea, If it bear not thar viſible Impreſs of 


its Divinity, that all may know how it is 
framed to correſpond with the inward Man, 
and to judg and excrciſe a Power over 
the Conſcience, with the moſt retired 
thoughts, as well as the Adcings of 


I Men, 


4. Let the Conſcience, and that Light 


J within fpeak, if Natures Light can be a 
F teft and meaſure of ſupernatural Revelation 3 
I when, except they do violence thereto, 
J they cannot but know that the greateſt 
J Truths of Chriſtianity indiſpenſably ne- 
3 ceffary to Salvation, yea the whole con+> 
F trivance of the Goſpel, is ſuch as could ne- 
A ver pollibly have entred into the hearts of 


E 3 Men, 
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Men, if the Scripture had not revealed the 
ſame. 

5. Can they, without a contradiQion 
to that very Light within, deny what in all 
times is made obvious to the view of the 
Wor!:, that ir:c{ifible and efficacious 
Power of the Word accompanied by the 
Spirit, to be ſuch as converteth the Soul, 
enligntens the Eyes, and maketh wiſe the 
ſimple z and what inzumerable Taftances 
of real Converſion from the Power 
Satan to God, hath in all ages been thus 


* wrought; in whom it might be cyidently 


ſeen, that the more vigorous luſtre rhe 
Power of Holineſs in theſe had, the more 
cloſe alſo hath their adherence been to that 
DoGrine now oppoſed, and trampled on by 


$4 + 


the Duakers. 


6. As they can give no reaſon for that | 
bitterneſs, and wrath againft thoſe who 
own the Truth, and from whom they can 
pretend no perſonal injury or provocation i 
but for the Truths ſake 5 let their Conſci- 
ence alſo ſpeak, if againſt any they are thus 
more ſtirred than theſe, where the molt} 
convincing appearance of God in his Image 
ſhines forth 3 yea if they do not more cali- 
ly comply with them, in whom nothing i 
ſcrious Religion can be ſeen, than ſuch, be- 
ing indeed ſcorched with that heat that 


entoxces them to rage and blaſpheme. 
; 7, Muſi 


£63 ] 


7+ Muſt not their Conſcience enforce 
this conviction upon them, that in the 
Church of Chriſt, from which they are 
gone out, there are ſtill Miniſters of the 
Spirit, and not of the dead Letter and 
empty found, and a Miniſtration of Powcr 
and Life tound to. go along with theſe 
bleſſed Ordinances they fo avowedly con- 
temn3 yea, that by this DoGrine cf the 
Church they have now quit, the follow- 
ers,of the Truth do in theſe timcs, as well 
as .in former ages, receive the Spirit, and 
know the certainty thereof, that it is the 
Spirit of Holincſs moft exactly correſpond- 
ing with the written Word, 

S. Docs not that. conviction alſo fol- 
low them, though they flee never fo 
faſt from it , what burning and ſhining 
Lights there have been, and yet are among 
the Miniſters of Chrift ia theſe late times, 
{uch as were Mighty in the. Scriptures, 
tervent in Spirit, cloathed with the Power 
and Authority of Gcd, before whoſe Mi- 
nifiry the moſt daring and fiout-hearted 
have been made to tremble, than whom 
none heve witneſſed more zeal for the 
Truth, and that Do@rine ſo much now 
cryed down by the ©nakers, yea, how 
ſome alſo of theſe we have known to have 
had very extraordinary diſcoveries, and 
immediate ir-breathings of the Mind ot 
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God, in particular caſes, who in this were 
led by a Scripture-ſpirit, and in no other 
path, but in the way of the Word, though 
by ſome more ſingular enforcing Applica- 
tion of the ſame. 

9. Are not ſuch enforced alſo to ſee, ſo 
as their Conſcience cannot contradidq, 
What unſpeakable joy and peace Chriſti» 
ans do witneſs in their ſufferings for the 
Truth, and bearing Teſtimony to that way, 
to which they are ſo known and ſtated 
Adlverſaries: yea, that when ſuch are a-dy- 
ing, with what a marvelous gale of afſu- 
rance and joy they have parted from time, 
putting their Seal to the ſame Doctrine of 
the Church, and Miniſtry thereof, which 
they fo virulently revile, bletling the Lord, 
that ever they were made acquainted there= 
with; even then, when all that lookt on 
might perceive thcir ſoul raiſed , and un- 
der ſome preſent Tranſport, with theſe bee. 
gun unexpreſſible Taſts of Heaven, and 
that ſome fight thereof was there broken 
up unto them which no Words could ex- 
preſs. 
| 1O. I muſt atteſt their Conſctence, if 
they be net conſtrained to juſtifie ſuch as 
are moſt ſcrious in adherence to the Truth, 
even over the belly of the greateſt preju- 
dic? z that they are ſuch as are real, and 
ſerious in what they profeſs, and may be 

| | known 
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known to make no naked and empty ſhew 
thereof, but are willing to be tricd in 
what is their Teſtimony, and render a rea« 
ſon of that hope within them, with che 
greateſt ſeriouſneſs, by bringing it to the 
Tryal of the Scriptures of Truth. 


I ſhall but further appeal to their own 
Conſcience and Light within, if they do 
not ſee this way ot Holineſs, and ſerving, 
the Lord according to that Rule of the 
Scripture, which they fo exprefly difown, 
to be that good and old way, in which 
the footſteps of the Saints may be found 
fince the beginning 3 and how it is no 
new Light broken up in the World, but 
a continued ſuccetſion hath been fiill of 
thoſe who from one time to another deli. 
vered over the ſame Truth to ſucceeding, 
ages: yea, can they pothhly deny that as at 
the firſt up-breaking of the Chriſtian Faith, 
ſo in theſe Jate times the Lord hath put to 
his Seal by extraordinary Signs and Con- 
firmations , with ſuch an immediate ap- 
pearance of him{ſclf,to the ſame Truth now 
owned , and profeſſed by the reformed 
Churches, as the greateſt Atheiſts will ftand 
in awe to queſtion ? 


I muſt ſhut up this with one Word 


more of appeal to the World , and _ 
ordi- 
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ordinary obſervers in this time, If with- 
out ſhutting their eyes, they can conſider 
this way of the @uakers, and not ſee the 
1mpoſture thereot alſo. 1. How their work 
35, as the Serpent deceived Eva, to en- 
g3ge more by enticing words, and laying 
baits before the Aﬀections, than to clear 
and convince the Judgment 3 ſoas it is not 
tirange, though ſuch are induced to change 
their Religion as had never yet in ecarncſi 
imbraccd any.2.Can they fce here any thing 
elſe but the grofſeſt Atheiſm under a new 
dreſs, when ſuch do expreſly deny (what- 
ever they pretend ) the only true God re- 
vealed in Jeſus Chriſt, except as an abſtract 
Notion and Principle within every one ? 
2. And may not the moſt ordinary obfer- 
vers of the time be ftruck with the convidi- 
onof a more exccllent ſpirit in ſuch, as ſc- 
riouſly own and imbrace the Trurh, with 
that favour their way hath of humility, 
telf-denial, without daring to revile z and 
what a more convincing reſemblance this 
hath to that perfect Rule of the Scripture 
than that imbittered, raging ſpirit, which 
in ſuch horrid, ſcurrilous expretitons fears 
not to vent it ſelf among this Party ? 4, Do 
ot all ſee this alſo, their taking advantage 
to wreli the Scripture, ſo far 2s they can 
fee the leatt ſhadow there to bring it to 


their Tatercli, whilſt yet they fear not to 
throw 


[ 67 |} 
throw off the whole, and deny ſubjecti- 
on thereto in its being, the alone Rule of 
a Chriſtians Faith and PraQice as though 
theſe they converſe with were in no caſe 
to diſcern ſo groſs and viſible an Impo- 
ſture ? 
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A Poiſcript. | 


EADER, This ſad ſubjed, | 
with the th:eatned effeis of ſuch 'Þ 
a contagion in any of the Churches | 

, of Chriſt, may have @ ſerious voice 

to us this day, if we could hear, or 
be awaked toread, from the ſin and diſtemper of 

others, and our own duty : concerning which I 
ſhall in a few lines further add ſome things, 

which thus ſeem to be convincingly pointed 
art 


Firſt, To be more deeply affeted with 
ſuch a plague on the ſpirits of men, as we 
world be with the ſword, or peſtilence break- 
ing forth in the Land, when withal 2 
muſt be conſidered, 1, That it is #0 con- 
ſequent of ordinary fins, but may be ſeen to 
follow ſome remarkable hight of reſiſting the 
Holy Gboft, and rejeGiing of the Word of 
Trath, in mcre bright diſcoveries thereof, 
than moſt parts of the Chriſtian World at this 
day bave had. 2. That this Meteor of Qua- 
kerifn doth ſo obviouſly threaten, and hath its 
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proper aſpe on the Churches of Britain aud 
Ireland, beyond any elſe of the Reformed 
Churches. 3. That in all times the abound- 
ing of ſpiritual plagues, in any place where 
the Truth did ſhine, are ſtill found to go before 
the ſadaeſt of temporal Fudgments 5 and can 
there now be found ſuch threatning ſymp- 
toms in any Church-hiſtory, or Records of 
ancient time, to have gone before the moſt de- 
ſfolating ſtroke, which does not in ſome.unuſual 
manner meet in our caſe this day? yea ſuch 
prodigies both of Error and Prophaneneſs, and 
the higheſt daring of the glorious God to his 
face, as cannot be inſtanced by any paralel 
ſince the firſt dawnings of Chriſtianity. 4.. And 
ſhoald not this alſo make it the more affright- 
ing to us, that it ſpeaks with ſo andible 2 
voice, where ſome great pretences to Religion 
may yet end, and what cauſe to fear, leſt 
many profeſſors in this time be under an irre- 
eoverable woe in the matters of Eternity, when 
profeſſion is ſo much turned into the form 
of godlineſs without the power thereof , which 
ſhould be nothing elſe, when it is native, 
but as the ſhadow appearing, that muſt needs 
be, becauſe it cannot ceaſe to follow the body. 


Secondly, As we muſt not d-ſpiſe or look, 
lightly on ſuch an amazing ſight 'as that 
Party aow is, ſo it ſhould concern us to guard 
alſo againſt any ſtumbling at ſerious godlineſs 

on 


o# this account, but how to improve the 


ſame, for being more fixed and confirmed in 


the good ways of the Lord ; when it is ſo e- 
vident, 1. How one and the fame ſpirit, 
and with one concurrence to the ſame work , 
moves in this Party, with the moſt flagitions 
and open perſecutors;, and thongh under ſome 
different form.yet they do all vigorouſly unite in 
that common Intereſt , to counterat} Truth 
and Holineſs, to decry the Scripture, caſt 
reproach on the great Ordinances thereof ; 
and how to make that Miniſtry given by Fe- 


Jas Chriſt to his Church, contemptible and 


vile ; which as it may be ſeen, is the very ſame 
work, the meſt profligate Atheiſts are at, and 
fo muſt have from one airth their Tncitements 
thereto. 2, IWhatever be of the falling in of 
ſome to that way, wha once ſeemed to love 
the Truth and embrace it ;, yet is 8t not evi- 
deat, as to muſt of this Party, how remarks- 
ble the earth hath been made to help the 
Woman, by drinking in ſuch a flood, as the 
Devil had caſt forth to rnuine the Church, 
whilſt ſo many have thus parted with theTruth, 
of whom no known or convincing evidencs 
could be given, that ever they had received 
it, but a moſt diſcernible tendency in their 
way to ſuch an infeion, had broke forth before 
the: ſpots of it from that ſmall regard they 
were known to have to the ſolid ſaving, ans 
Jubſtantial Traths of the Ipord, 


3. This 


3. This ſad ſubje@, with ſuch ſhaking winds 
as now blow almoſt from every airth ou the 
Church, ſhould it ot preſs us to ſome fur= 
ther length, than moſt ſeem to ſatisfie them- 
ſelves with, in a ſure and ſolid founding on 
th: Scripture \ when it 1s ſo clear, that none 
can ofſuredly know the Seriptures being the 
IWord of God, but may have a ſufficient an- 
8idote againſt this deadly poyſon , and by theſe 
great Demouſtrative evidences thereof, mult 
thus know, 1. That it s undoubtedly a full 
an perfet Rule, ſuch as the whole race of the 
Saints to this day conld not have wiſhed it 
another thing than it is, for their Counſel 
ani Condudt within time, and takes off all 
þ: feble ground, for the adding either Tradia 
tirts, or any Revelation thereto: yea, that 
it is ſuch a Rule as manifeſts it ſelf with 
tht ſuffciency of Light to all, as none can re- 
Jed this one evidence but theſe whoſe eyes 
the G:d of this IWorld hath blinded, fince 
there 8 no want of Lizht in the Truth it ſelf, 
but from mens Hinducſs. and a defe@q in the 
zifive ficulty. 2. It #4 thus they aſſnredly 
kn"w, hw it no dead Letter by that Divine 
P:wer and Effeary there)f, and to be no Hi- 
ftorical Rule, which is ſharper then any 
two-cdzed ſword, to a dividing aſunder 
the ſou! and fpirit with the joynts and 
marrow, Heb, 4.12% that gives Law to the 
Cerſci.uce, makes it tremble, and ſearches 

1's 


be | in to the moſt ſecret receſſes of the hearts of 'Þ ; 
r= |} men. 3, This alſo we know the Holy Ghoſts C: 
:- | ſpeaking in and bythe Scriptere, to be no pri- Þ 


b 


2 }f vate voice, and ſuch an Inpreſſion as comes | 
ve in a divided way, or by bearing witneſs to | 
be } the Truth and Authority of the Scripture in | 
:- | any other way than by the Scriptare, and an | 
ſe | imparting thereto its Power, Efficacy, and 1 
ſt | Majeſty, and enabling us to know and diſcern 
ell | the ſame. 4. That ſuch are theſe great ſu- 
2e f pernatural Truths revealed there, 4s could on- 


it ly have been revealed from Heaven; and uc- *F 
el | ver poſſibly could have been once thoxght of, or F 
ll conceived in the mind of Man by any reaſon- 'F 
fo. ings ,or natural helps, witbout Divine Reve- Þ 
of lation, ſo as it is no pretended Light within, 

h can let us know what are the things of God, 

'= | further thau it is derived from the Scripture, 

'F 5. And is it not tbus known alſo what an un- . 
6 duubted certainty is in the verification of theſe [ 
fe ſupernatural Truths, in the experience of the | 
'e Saints, as they can know they live or breath; F 
y which is not witneſſed to ſome 11dividual per- | 
e | ſonsonly, as if from any advantage of Natwre My 
bÞ and Edification they might have it , but in e- As 


y very time, in all the Churches of Chriſt, yea 
r by the whole generation of the Saints, bath 
1 ftill with the greateſt oneneſs of conſent been un- 
e deniably atteſted : when it is ſo clear alſo, How 
[ much a great part of profeſſedCbriſtians is whol- 


3 ly ſtranger thereto, and bow it i ns !eſs above 
7 mens 


mens reach by Nature, to know or diſcern what 
thus belongs to the ſtate of the Sarnts than for a 
Beaſt to know what concerns the ſtate of Min: 
and what advantage ſhwld it then be, as this 
Party plexds for all perſons to follow a Light 
within themſelves ? 

Fourthly, Though we muſt own no ſuch 
auſtere mode, or appearance of Mortification , 
as this Party of the Quakers ſeek to ammnſe 
the World with, being viſibly ſtretched beyond 


the Rule of the Word, yea ſo falſe and ridi- 


culous a ſhew of ſtricneſs therein, as us a 
reproach to ſerious Religion + yet is it aclear 
and indiſpenſable Duty to guard againſt con- 
formity to the World, in theſe ſad extrava- 
gant faſhions of the time; ſo as Chriſtians 
may let their Moderation be known to all, and 
their fuith of the Lords being at band, may 
commend the Truth by that true adorning. 
which is in the hidden man of the heart 
,and a meck and quiet ſpirit, not by plait. 
ing of the hair, or putting on of apparel 
oe Fer. 3,4. hich oft as a publich, ſign ſtand 
at the dyor, to let others kaow what pride. 
lightneſs. and vanity dwell there ; as thomugb 
they had not an eternal ſalvation to work out 
with fear and trembling , or did not believe 
the third of Taiah. from the 16, verl. #0 the 
clofe, to be tbe Scripture of God, "and to har 
the ſame Authority, the ſame theratning Alf- 


pe on this generaticn, whis in had then on 
Ixacl : 


FHracl: yea is this a being accountable 14 
the Improvement of what ſume have beyond 
ethers of the World as a Truſt put under their 
hand, now when it is ſuch an hour of great 
Tribulation on the Churches ? I confeſs this 
ground 1 have laſt mentioned, is ſuch as may 
cauſe many in this age fear they be under a 
fad miſtahg in their Claim and Title to Hea+ 
ven , and hath oft put me to wonder wh it 
kind of peace many have on this account, wha 
ſeem to out-run others in a profeſſion of the 
Trath : Since, if the Scripture be undoubtedly 
ſure, and no falling to the ground of the lea(t 
Tittle thereof, ſhould not theſe clear diſcove= 
rees, which are there, he as that hand-IPriting 
on the I[/2ll, to make their knees ſmite one a- 
gainſt another, 1. That riches, an4 what any 
hath receiv:4 heyoud others of the IWVorld, is not 
theirs, but is a Talent 1a Truſt, to Trade with 
for the Maſters nfe , for which each muſt be 
accountable accoraing to thei meaſure, Mat. 
25. I5. Luk. 19. 15, VYnat 2 ſound 
will that once bo, which is haſtenins on alk 
Come give an a:count of your Scewardthip ? 
2. That it is cirar e194 what Nzgatives 
this dreadful ſenten:c, Matt. 25. 41. De- 
part from me ye curſed, &c. 7s there (tated ; 
and what is intended by thit paravte, Luk, 
16.19, of the rico man, of woom no ſuch 
acernmt is given us, as 4 giutton, or notoricuſly 
wicked ; but that in his life-time be had his 

: F 2 go 


grd things, though with a ſmall regard to ſuch 


a caſe as Lazarus*'s. 3. And is it not thus * 


clear, why then there is ſuch a hardly being | 
faved for the Rich, as is expreſly by our great | 
Maſter told, Matt. 19. 24. Luk. 18. 26. | 
Tt being ſs rare an inſtance for ſuch to be keeped 
bumble, or truly faithful in that truſt, yea 
keeped off ſome ſnare thereby, that plungeth 
men into eternal perditions * Ob how many 
bave riches weighing them down to the pit ' aud 
what a dreadful noiſe is now there : VVe have 
loſt a heaven and eternity of joy, for things 
of the earth, which were but for a moment, 
and are new gone ! But it ſeems moſt in this 
day ſhut their eyes, and cannot fee what 
T.ight ſhines ſo clearly in the Scripture about 
:t, Elſe Tam ſure, it were not conceivable 
bow they could own any true claim to that 
bleſſed Inberitance above, in ſuch a way as 
#bey embrace and improve their Intereſts here in 
tbe earth 5 whilſt ſo mnch more pronnd may 
he to fear, their account for the fruit and 
produtt of this Talent in any ſaitable propor. 
tion to the meaſure received, ſhall be found no 
other at their appearance before F eſus Chriſt 
the great Fudg, than a hiding it wnder the 
earth, or putting it int 4 napkin, 


Fifthly, Let it diſconrage or weaken 
zbe ſpirit of none who now follow the Lord, 
2b2t 18 is ſuch a #hick darkneſs on the Chyrcv 3 
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and that when perſonal ſufferings are ſo ſore on 
the one hand, there ſhould be on the other ſuch 
aſſaults to darken and ſubvert the Truth : 
Since there is much more to countervail all, 
if we ſeriouſly conſider, 1. That it is ſare, 
af there be a ſafe founding on that foundation 
ef the Prophets and Apoſtles, then may ſuch 
as bave imbraced the DoGirine of the Reformed 
Churches, and received it in love, have a (weet 
and ſecure calmneſs amidſt the raging fumes of 
this time, as knowing aſſuredly, they build on 
the ſame Foundation, and no other, and are 
in that good and old way, in which the Saints 
in all ages have revealed the Spirit, and been 


. ſealed to the day of Redemption. 2. Is 


it not clear alſo, if there wanted not an obſer- 
ving ſpirit,and our eyes were not ſo much with- 
held from feeing the Glory of theſe times, there 
wants not ſuch great convincing diſcoveries of a 
Godhead, and ſtately afis of Providence, as 
might fileace our complaints with wonder 
and amazement 3 to ſte that marvelous my 
the Holy God takes in building bis Howſe, 

unfolding his deſign, and bringing forth bis 
Word, in moſt ſurpriſing appearances both of 
Fadgment and Mercy > and whilſt we wait, 
and wonder he comes not one way, when we 
are ready to ſtint onr thoughts, he comes 
very remarkably another way, to let all ſee 
bis faithfulneſs fails not, if man had but eyes 


go perceive the ſame, 3+ Should not the Tri- 
| b:ulation 
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bultion of theſe days be a confirming Seal tothe 
Truth and Dofirine of this Goſpel, more than a 
ftrembling-block to diſcourage or ſhake the ſpi- 
rirr of any, fince it us ſure, ſalvation by Feſus 
Chriſt 1s not more plainly diſcovered, than the 
Worlds hatred and oppoſition to bis way yea to 
what Hight it ſhruld come,and in what differ. 
ent ways and manner the Truth and its follow- 
ers ſhould ſuffer. 4. Whatever ſore wreſtlings 
now are, when the Waters ſeem. more to riſe 
and ſwell, than to have any diſcernible abate. 
ment, yet t us well, we may know by the 
cleareſt Scripture-Light, that the ſtrongeſt dif- 
firxlties when overcome, yeeld the preateſt 
wicfory, and hall be not only matter of Joy 
here, but to all eternity, they having with pa. 
tience and bope endured, and got well through 
ſuch a tbrong of Temptations, and aſſaults in 
adhering to the Truth. O that Glory which 
is coming, where each of the Saints ſhall thex 
get an account of the way of the Lord, and 
Izehole (cries of Providence towards them in 
their journey, ſo as t0 ſee no way could have 
been ſy unſpeaksbly fit, and ſife for them, 
@nd thus become matter of praiſe. joy, and admi- ' 
ring for ever, evermore ! 
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